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is aß fully perſwaded of the Truth of what J have maintain'd, as your 


| An Humble Reply to the Lord Bifhop of Exeter, &c. | 


repieſenting your Senſe, or of ſomething worſe. 
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My Lord, | 3 3 | 

'IN CH yqur: ordfhip hath done me the Hon6ur to Write. a Re- 

ply wittFybur own Hand to the Confiderations which I preſum d co 
offer to you; I find my ſelf under an Obligation on many accounts, 

do lay hold on the firſt opportunity of paying this Publick regard 

to its And this I hope and refblve to do, with all the marks of that Perſonal 4 ö 


eſteem Which I have ever ſincerely expreſs'd for your Lordſhip; with all 
that Venerätion which I will ever maintain for your Epiſcopal Character: and 
wich all that Serioufneſs which ſo Important a ſubject requires: Being 


thoroughly perſwaded within my felf, that nothing can juſtity me in recurn- |} 


dence of God hath plac'd your Lordſhip ; or in handling a cauſe, in which 
the Honour of Religion, and the Happineſs of Humane Society are acknow- 
ledg'd, on all Hands, to be ſo nearly Cancern'd, after a Ludicrous and Spoi t- 
ing manner. And the Method ia which I propoſe to do ir, I will now lay 
before your. Lordſhip and the Render; that ic may be the better ſeen, whe- I 
ther I ochitany thing matterial towards the doing all juſtice to your Lord- 
ſhips; or retule to. pay a due regard to any thing ct Importance to the Caule * 
in Hand. t TTV %%% Wh 

J. I beg leave to give my own Reaſons for having before troubled your 
Lordſhip in ſo Publick a manner. We „ | 

II. I am oblig'd by the Laws of Common Juftice, to review all thoſe 
Paſlyges, in which, your Lordſhip complains that I have been guilty of Miſ- 


ing any thing unſuitable to that Hizh and Holy Station in which the Provi- | | 


11. T'deſign to conſider again choſe Points, which your Lordſhip hath 
e: de..vour'd to defend againſt the Arguments which 1 preſum d to urge a» 
gainſt chem. | | 3 | 

IV. I find my ſelf oblig'd to make an Apology for the Concern which I 
have ſhewn with Reſpect to the Subject now betore us; and once more to 
feeak of rhe fingular Importance ot it to the preſent Happy Eftabliſhment. 

I, I beg lave to give my.own Reaſons for having betore troubled your 
Lordſhip in ſo Publick a manner: And theſe were, the Importance of the 
Matter; the Authority of your Lordſhip; and che Triumphs of Others. 

1. The Importance of the Matter; and this not only to your Lordſhip, or 
ro my ſelt; but to the whole Nation. of aur Fellow Subjects, who are all 
equally concern'd in this Debate; This your Eordſhip ſpeaks of more than 
oncę; and is tree to acknowledge the Queſtion between us, to be of the ut- 
df and moſt extenſive Importance: And therefore, ſince my Conſcience | 


A D : 
- 


Loggſhip could poſſibly be of what you were pleasd ro Publiſh ro the 
Warld ; it is but a natural Conſequence of this Perſwaſion, that I ſhould 
repreſent to the World ſuch Confiderations relating to rhis Cauſe, as ap- 
peaf*d to me ot great, moment; unleſs there were other more prevailing Rea- 
ſonß to make it unneceſſary, or improper.” But, | | 
2. Your Lotdſhip's Great Reputation, and that wide Influence which the 
Authority of fuch a Name carrics with it, was fo far from being an Argu- 
ment againſt rhis, (which yer is che chief Subject of ſome Mens Severity) 
that it could not but help to determine me to it. There is but little 
danger, aud little reaſon to appear, when Nen, whote influence is 
| Cue very 


is the true account of my great, à d. aece 


— 1735 | 
very Narrow, and whoſe Name carries but little” Impreffion | 

along with ir, aſſert and maintain any Doctrines of Importance, which 
ſtand in need of an Authörity to ſuppert them, and make chem ſpread. 
But when a Perſon, whoſe Character is- Great and Powerful, Pubnckly 
aſſerts the ſame; the more Veneration is paid to his Auchority, the more 
neceſſity is there, in proportion, publickly to examine the Arguments, and 
try the Foundations upon which his Aſſertions are built. And I would 
appeal to thoſe Perſons themſelves, wlio are now moſt -offended upon this 


Head, whether upon Suppoſit ion that your Lordſhip Had maintain'd the con- 


trary Doctrines to thoſe which yon have eſpouſed, they would n be fret 
to allow that the likelihood of many Readers being carried into ſuch- Errors 


by the Magick of a Great Name, was a powertul- Reaſon why ſomething 


Mould be offer'd to prevent this in as Pablick manner as poſfu le. Nor can 
' think ir a fignof the leaſt diſreſpect, but rather the contrary, tnar having 


paſſed over ſo many, who have trom time to time maihtain'd c ame 


Doctrines, I was inducd, on this accòunt, es addreſs 50 Lerdſgtpin fo 
public a manner, Nor indeed was it without Reaſ6n«thar I chus qudgede For. 


30 The Boaſts and Triumphs of others confirmd me iv ckis Judgment, 


and till added to the neceſſity of my anſweriug publickly to fuch Defiances 
as were made on this Account. When "your 'Lorſhip's laſt Acceſſion! Scymn 
appzar'd in Print, ic was the general Diſcourſe of many, tha nowtfiere was 
o farther need of an Anſwer ro any thing had written concerning the 
Meuſures of Submiſſin z that your Lordſhip had undertaken the Qauſe, and 
int a very few Pages, unanfwerably demonſtrated the weaknefs of my Pi in- 
ciples; that ſince T had publickly appear'd cn the contraty ſide T ought 
ncw either publickly to acknowledge my ſelf convinced, or ſnew che Rea- 
ſons why I was not. My Fare indeed was very hard, that af. E did not 
"Anſwer, it ſhould be eſteem'd a proof thar I eould nF: And i did, it 
mould be eſteemd an Argument of nothing but want of Modeſty and Hu- 
mility. However, leaving ſuch Perfons tq anſwer for their Hard Cenſures, 
'T rhiought ir but dye to their demands to Five them the Reaſons'why others 
could not find tht ſatiskaction in your LordMhip's Arguments which they 
expreſs d; as well as to ſnew the unhappy influence of thoſe Principles, of 
which they appear'd fs fond, upon rhe preſent happy Eſtablifnment. 

I 1 know that where there hath' been a particular and intimate 'Friendſhip, 
or great Perſonal Obligations, Decency ſeems ſo many to forbid à publick 


Application. I confeſs I eannot ſee why; provided the Queſtion he of the 


utmoſt Importance, and the Application made with Civilicy and Reſpect 
But however that be; I muſt beg leave, for ſeveral good Reaſons, to de- 
clare that I had no ſuch conſiderations to rende mine the leis Decent: 


Having never heretofore, had the Honour of any pafticular or intimate ac- 
Auaintance, or ſo much as of any Converſation wich your Lordſhip but what 
_ hath. been mix d, general, and accidental. 


This, my Lord, is: the true account of the matter. Had the Cauſe been 
a Cauſe of Confequence only to your Lordſhip, or my ſelf; or of any thing 
leſs than Univerſal Importance: Or had your Lordſhip been a Perſon = - 
little or no Influence or Authority in the World; or had not many expreſs d 


their Zeal againſt Men of con rary Prineiples upon this occaſion, and de- 
manded an Anſwer to what they thonphre ünanfwerable: I confeſs I think 


J might have been juſtly blam'd, had I hort continu*d Wholly Silent; or, Nad 
I not in a more private manner ad drefsd t Nur Lordſhip." Audi chat this 
| orfing to ſome Mn, unpardôn- 


A 2 | able 
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able Preſumprion, 1 can produce very good Witneſſes, as unexceptionable 
to your Lordſhip as poſſible; who will teſtify with what Reluftance I enter d 
upon the Work; nay, how much reſoly'd I was againſt a publick Addreſs 
to your Lordſbip on this occaſion, till many others, as well as my ſelf, were 
ſatisfied that theſe were ſuch Reaſons, as made it not only juſtifiable, but 


= — 


| neceſſary. How unkind cherefore it is in your Lordſhip to repreſent me, as 


„ violently aſſaulting your Lordſhip meerly becauſe you are an 


| « Anſ. p. 10.  * Eccleſiatjeal Governour, and as thinking it agreeable to my 


wou Principles ra do ſo, is paſt my Skill to expreſs in words. 


I muſt leaye it to your Lordſhip ꝛ0 confider to whjch of my Principles this 


Covernid Society to preſerve it ſelf from being ruined by its Civil Governours, 
that [myſt therefore be ready to aſſault a Biſhop, meerly becauſe 4 Biſhop is 
thought by ſome-People to be @ fort of an Eceleſiaſtical Governour, as your Lord- 


is agreeable :- Whether it folſous, from my aſſerting a Right in the whole 


ſhip expreſſeth your ſelf; or whether ir follows from my having taken 2 
great deal of Pains to vindicate the Apoſtolical Inſtitution of Epiſcopal Govern- 


ment, as to the Eſſentials of it; that I muſt therefore think ic agreeable to 


my Principles, in your Lordſbip's Phraſe, to ſingle out and ſet upon a Biſhop 
rather than any other Man, that was more undoubtedly my Equal or Infericr. 
Ang till i; can be cleared, to wkich of my Principles it is agreeable, violent- 
ly to aſſault a: Biſhap meerly becauſe he is a Governour ; I hope I ſhall find 
ſo much favour with all equitable Fudges, as to be believ'd, when J aſſure 


them that I have here given the true and only Reaſons of my troubling your 


Foraſbip in fo Publick a manner: As I likewiſe hope that the differing 
from your.Lordſbip in Judgment, and, the repreſenting the Ground of this 
difference to the World, will not paſs with every Body for 3 violent aſſault 


% 


upon yaur: Lordſhip, | 


As for the manner in which I have repreſented it; T am very ſenſible 


gree, in perſonal regard to your. Lordſbip, or in the reſpect due from an In fa- 


that in the haſte or heat of Writing, ſome words or expreſſions may eſcape, 
which had better not have been uſed: And as Ineyer was unwilling to make 
all favourable allowances for others, ſo I ſhall ever acknowledge that I ſtand 


in need of them my ſelf, And therefore, it I have failed, in the leaſt de- 


risr to a Superior; as Tam ſure it is contrary to my defign and reſolution, ſo 
am 7 ready to ask your Loraſhip's forgiveneſs. If I have made uſe of any word 


or expreſſjon, which may unneceſſarily, as well as undeſignedly, have proved 
_ diſguſttuþro your Lordſhip, I am much more ready to retract it, than ever 7 
was to inſert it. But if in the handling ſo weigaty a Subject, or in my zeal 


to ſhew its Importance to the whole Nation in its preſent Condition, the 
Argument it ſelf prefleth hard; I am not to be blam'd for that: Nor is 


this to be attributed to the want of Reſpect and Civility, but to the appear- 
ing Cogency of Truth and Reaſon, This ſatisfaction, indeed, I have, upon 


ſion in conſiſtent with a very great reſpect to your Character and Station; 


the Review, that I don't find your Lordſhip can charge me with any Expreſ- 


and on the other hand, that I perceive thoſe who have been pleafed to ſpeał 


moſt freely of my Impudence, and 1know not what, have not been able to 
point out any thing of that nature, but eicher the bare addreſſing to your 


 Zovdſbip, which 1 have naw accounted for; or the preſſing an Argument 


farther chan they could have, wiſhed ; or ahe ſhewing the ineſtimable Ad- 
Vvantages pf che late Reyolution, and the Eſtabliſnment built upon it; and 
c 


_ the evi] Con 


z 
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equence to-the.Publick happineſs, of condemning a Practice 
chick: wa the Foundation ohal! theCivil happineſs which we have, or which 
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ve hope for. This, it ſeems, is the higheſt pitch of Boldneſs : And it is 


\ 


but Modeſty now at length to forget, and forgive choſe who ſaved us! Bur 
1 will not detain your Lozaſhip any longer upon chis head. _ 
II. 1;m now obliged, by the Laws of Common Juſtice to review all thoſe 
Paſſages, in which your Lordſhip complains I have been guilty of miſrepre- 
ſenting your Seuſe, or of ſomeching worſe ; And chelte I ſhall prcduce in 
the order in which I meer with them in your Lordſbip's Aer. g 
r. in the Conſiderations which I preſumed to offer to your Lordſhip, p. 4. 
7 have theſe words, Tt deſeiwes ſeriouſly, and impartially, and frequently to be 
fonſjdered whether the Nature, and end of Government neceſſarily take away from 
the Governed part of Mankind, the Kight of Self Defence? ib. Or whether the 
Goſpel of , Feſus Chriſt hath utterly deprived them of any ſuch Right, and left them 


naked and defenceleſs againſt all poſſible attempts of their Governours? Yugo g 
Then I add, your Lordſbip hath been pleaſed to expreſs ſome zeal for the au 


tive fide of theſe Queſtions. To this your Loreſhip is pleaſed tc ſay, 1. 6. A 


. - Notorious. Falſhood | by meeting with which at the beginning of uf. Letter, your 


Reader may judge what fair Uſage of me, He is like to meet with in the reſi Fit. 
Before I xeply to this, I beg leave to premiſe, 
1. By Selt-Nefenee here here is to be underſtood, not that which your 
Lordſhip calls meer Self- Defence, about which there never was any Diſpute 
between any two Writers, and which I ſhall by and by ſhew to be no Real, 
but only a Nominal Selt- Defence; but Self-Detence, in the ſenſe in which 
LThave all along uſed the Word throughout theſe Conſiderations; ju which 
it was ever underſtood in chis Controverſy; and in which alone there ever 


« * 
e 


was any Debate abqur it. — qu 1 
2. I did nor repreſent it here, as a blameable, or unjuſtifiable Thing, to 


ay that the Goſpel hath deprived Men of any natural Right; or fothid. in 


ſome Caſes the exerciſe of any natural Right; as any one would think from 
your Lordſhip's Anſwer, Page 6. On the Contrary, many will bear we 
Witneſs that I have often inculcated it, as a peculiar precept of the Goſpel, 


in many Caſes, to recede from what we think our Right, for the good of 


our Brethren, and the Publick happineſs. But this is what I cannot think 
reaſonable; that, when che inſiſting upon a Right, and exerciſing it, is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the preſervation of the whole Community. in this Caſe, 
the ſame Goſpel, which never would have commanded the receding frum 
the leaſt Right, but for che ſake of the good of others, and of Publick Ha- 
pineſs, ſhould be repreſented as forbidding us ro make uſe of a moſt impor- 


tant Right, when Publick Good moſt manifeſtly is deſtroyed wi hour tc. On 


the contrary, I think it more conſiſtent to found both upon the ſame Pub- 
lick Good ; Jndging from that, when it is the duty of a private Man to 
recede from his particular Rightzand when it is fit for a whole Communityto 


inſiſt upon what is a Right of general and univerſal importance. Having pre- 
miſed theſe Two Obſervations, I come now to Anſwer to this Charge. And, 


1. What J here preſumed to fix upon your Lordſhip, doth not neceſ- 


ſarily relate to the Two Acceſhon Sermons; For I was not enter'd up- 


on the examination of them, when I ſaid this. I am fully perſuaded 
t hat yqur Lordſhip hath, upon many occations, been a great Advocate 


for that abſolute Paſſive Obedience in Subjects, conſidered as Subjefts, and 
conſidered as Chriſtians, which takes away from them all Right to that 
Self-Defenſe by Reſiſtance which is neceſſary to the ſaving them from 


| 2 in ſome poſſible attempts of their Governours: And I know 


our Lordſhip, hath expreſſed a great Zeal againſt, ſuch as _ 
* —_ 146-5, endea- 
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endeavoured to argue the contrary from the Nature and End of 
Government, and to anſwer the Text of Scripture alledged for it. 
And therefore I ſee not how it can deſerve ſuch a Cenſure to ſay ſo; 
Except it may be accounted a notorions Falſhood, to expreſs your ſenſe 
truly without uſing your very Words, where I don't pretend to uſe 
them; or to ſay in general that your Lordſhip hath expreſſed a zeal 
for a Doctrine, even ſuppoſing it be not in This, or That, particular 
Diſcourſe, not yet expreſly referr'd to. But, Eu TRE 
2. Your Lordſhip having produced my own Teſtimony, that you have 
not touched upon the point of Self-Defenſe; and having thence infer/d 
the Notorious Falſhood of what 1 before had ſaid ; I muſt therefore be 


at little pains to explain what, I dare ſay, few ever imagined could be 


the ground of any ſuch Inference. In the Conſiderations, p. 15. I am 
returning, as I have been in the foregoing pages, an anſwer to your 


Lordſhip's arguing from the Magiſtrate's being called the Miniſter of 


God, againſt his being Queſtioned, Cenſured, or Puniſned; or his be- 


ing tor any thing accountable to any upon earth. And after I have 


ſhewn that even This doth not follow from his Being called the Mini- 
ſter of God, I thought it proper to add that your Lordſhip had not 
touched upon the point of Self-. Defence. Now whoever conſiders that 

Jam here anſwering only to your Lordſhip's way of managitig one par- 
ticufar Argument, cannot poſſibly imagine that I could intend any 


thing more in this, than that your Lordſhip,” in that particular Argu- 


ment, about which only I was then fpeaking, had not expreſly hand- 
d the, matter of Self. Defence, the very mention of which would per- 
haps have opened the eyes of many of your Readers: As l explain my 
ſelf in the next page, in theſe words. And with ſumbmiſſun, my Lord, 
if the Caſe had been put after this manner, Cc. But how it follows from 
hence, that it is a notorious Falſhood to fay that' your Lordſhip hath, 


upon other Occaſions, or in other Arguments upon the like ſubje&, 
or in other parts of this very Sermon, laid ſuch a Duty upon the tub- 


ject part of Mankind as is incontiftent in ſome Caſes of Self-Defence, 
or Self-Preſeryation,will be very hard to ſhew. Nay, Iwill go farther, 
and ſay that I may maintain that in the handling of this particular Ar- 
gument your Lordſhip hath 'cautiouſly avoided touching upon the 
Point of Self. Defence; (for my Obſervation turns upon that) and yet 
witkout any inconſiſtency, and with a great deal juſtice, may affirm 


that your Lordſhip hath endeavoured, under the Colour of other Ex- 


preſſions not ſo eaſily ſeen through, (ſuch as Cenſure, Puniſhment, Ac- 
ccuntable) to deveſt the Governed part of Mankind from all Right to 
any but a nominal Self- Defeece: As I dare ſay, Your Lordſhip was 
underſtood by all, as well by thoſe who could, as by thoſe who could 
not agree with your Lordſhip in this way of arguing. Not that I 
would have it thought that this is all I have to, ſay. for preſuming to 
tax your Lordſhip with a Zeal againſt that Self- Defence about which 
h Cott; For, mT noe 
3. Lam now going to appeal to theſe verySermons themſelves, which 
gave occation to the whole Debte, and to produce ſuch Paſſages out of 
them, as may well juftify me from this unkind Charge; and prove to 
the World that your Lordſhip hath effectually deveſted the Govern- 
ed part of the World of all Right to Self-D=fence. In that very 
part of your Lordſhip's Sermon, 1798, in which you infer from the 
„ 5 Magiſtrates 


* 
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Magiſtrates being the Minifter of God, that there is none upon Earth, | 


to Queſtion, Cenſure, or Puniſh him, your Lordſhip is not content 


with theſe words; but applies in the ſame unlimited manner thoſe 
words of the Apoſtle, connecting them thus, And whoſoever reſifterh ihe 


Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God. This 1 mention, not to find fault 


with the uſe of this expreſſion of the Apoſtles; But to ſhew that a 


Judicial Cenſuring, and Queſtioning, was not the chief thing in your 
Lordſhip's Thoughts when you wrote that Paſſage; but that under the 
Patronage of thoſe words the Reader was to be led to an inference a- 
gainſt all Self Defence by Reſiſtance, as well as againſt all other Cenſu- 
ring, Queſtioning, Puniſhing. The ſame is plain from your Lordfhiy's 


Inſtance, p. 8. of a Mayor choſen by the Members of a Corporation: 


From which Members your Lordſhip doth there take away all Right 
to Self- Defence, except the Kight to complain of bim, or bear witmeſs 
againſt him, to the King or Queen, in cale of his Misbehaviour, who 
alone is 10 judge whether he did Misbehave himſelf or not. In this ſimi- 
mitude, theſe Members of a Corporation anſwer to the Governed part 
of Mankind. The Mayor to the Governour, or Governours. The 


King, from whom his Commiſſion comes, to Almighty God, from 


whom comes the King's Commiſſion. And is not the deſign of this 


\ Similitude plainly to deveft the Governed part of Mankind ( whole 
*. Caſe is made the ſame with that of theſe Members of a Corporation) 


of all Right to Self-Defence in the extreameſt Caſes, unleſs it be b 
complaing and bearing Witnels againſt their Governour, to Almight 


God from whom he had his Authority, and to whom only it belongs, 


according to this Iſtance, 10 judge whether ke Misbehave himſelf or not. 


Jo go on to Page 9. of the ſame er mon. When your Lordſhip comes to 
apply this inſtance to the Roman Emperour, and to ſhew that tho? they. 


were choſen by the Army or Senate, yet they were not accountable to 
them, or any upon Earth, nor to be Cenſured, Queſtioned, or Puniſh- 
ed by any: I fay, when your Lordſhip. comes to ſhew this; you do 
it, not by inferring the abſurdity of the Senate or People's formally ſit- 


ting in Judgment upon the Emperour, but by alleging that the Apoſtle * 


declares it 10 be unlawful for the Subjects 10 make Reſiſtance, and Denounces 


Damnation to ſuch as dare to do it, From whence it again appears that 


under the Covert of ſuch words as Cenſure, and Puniſhment, your 
Lordſhip meant to contend againſt all Self Defenſe by Refiftance : And 
that your Lordſhip had not in your thoughts a Cenſure and Puniſhment / 
meerly Judicial. And this Argument of your Lordſhip's is, as you your 
in this Anſwer contend, taken from the Nature, and End of Sovereign 
Authority, as well as from the Words of St. Paul: Upon which ac- 


count 1 hope I may here take the liberty of juftifying what I once ſaid, ' 


and of ſaying it again, that your Lord {hip hath expreſſed ſome Zeal for 7 
theſe two points; That the Nature, and Ende Government, and the Go- 


ö pe l of Chriſt, have deveſted the Governe part of Mankind of all Right 10 


Self-Defenſe in all poſſible Caſes, againſt their Governours. For I 
think 1 need go no farther than the management of this ſingle Argu- 
ment to make it evident. The Unlimitted Paſhve Obedience which 
your Lordſhip layeth uxon Subjects, in your Third Inference, 
Page 16. is likewiſe inconſiſtant with all Right to Real Selt Defenſe in 
lome poſſible attempts of a Governour. 1 a 


( %%ͤ;% 
give me leave to examine what ſort of Privileges your Lordſhip is pleaſed 


in that to allow to the governed part of Mankind. P. 8. your Lordſhip ex- 
Plains to the Subject, the expreſſion Fear the King, When thou can'ſt not 


obey, thou muſt ſubmit, and that not only becauſe thou canſt not help it, but al- 


220" thou cou'dſt ; if thou canſt not do as he bids thee, thou muſt take patiznth 


_ the Puniſhment impos*d upon thee for thy Diſobedience: As likewiſe p. 13. 


This is tre Duty of Subjects, your Lordſhip adds, to their Governours: Not 
in the leaſt excepting, or making allowance for, a Caſe that concerns the 


whole Body of Subjects; or making a difference between that, and a Caſe 


of the moſt private Nature; as is plain from all your Lardſhip's Detlara- 


tions on this Head, and from your laft Anſwer. Your Lotdſhip goes on 
P. 9, 10: to preſs Non- reſſtance, without any limitation. Page 12. your 

Lordſhip is very expreſs, that it is not rue Religion, and à welLinformed 
. Conſe:ence, but an ignorant and miſguided Zeal, or a Form of Godlineſs w th- 
out the Power of it that ever Arms Subjeftls againſt their Sovereign: This 
takes from the whole Body of Subjects, in the moſt extreme Caſes, all 


Right to Self-Defence. I paſs by your Lordſhip's affercing, in this Ser- 
mon likewiſe, the Suprem?2 Civil Powers to he Unaccountable, Uncontroulable; 
and th- like: By which, it mav appear from what I before ſaid that your 


Lordſhip takes away from Subjects all Right to Self. Defence againſt them; 
paſs by your Lordſhip's laying the indiſpenſable Obligation, and that in 
repeated Words, upon Subjects to acquieſce, and ſubmit to all Alterations 


in the form of Government, of whatſoever ſort they be; and this Obli- 


gation deduc'd from the Nature, and End of the Governing Power; and 
ſhall only produce one Sentence more out of p. 28. where your Lordſhip 


is ſhewing who they are who, in a Criminal Senſe, are given to Change. 
They eipeciaiiy are moſt evidently given to Change, who, in caſe of any, 


whether true, or ſuppoſcd, Diſorders of State, go out of their own way, 


or ſphere, to rettific or redreſs them: And this they certainly do, who 
being mere Subjects, do uſe any other means to get their Grievances re- 
drefſed, than only Prayers and Tears, In which Words your Lordſhip doth 
effectually take from subjects all Rights to Self-Defence in all poſſible 


Caſes: Taking your Argument from the Nature of Subjettion, and the 


State in which subjects, as ſuch, are Without looking, therefore, to any 


other of your Lordſhip's Declarotions, but what are contain/d in theſe 


two Serm-ns, J hope it appears from what I have produc'd in your own 
Words, hat 1 ſpake not without Reaſon, when J ſaid, that your Lordſhip 


had expreſs'd ſome Zeal for the Affirmative ſide of the Queſtions I men- | 


tion'd ; For hee it is evident, that your Lordſhip hath endeavoured, both 
from che Nature and End of Government, and the Declarations of the 


Goſp-1, to argue the Governed part of Mankind out of all Right to Self- 
Detence, in all poſſible Attemp's of their Governours. And to deny this 
merely becauſe your Lordſhip hath never done it under the expreſs Notion 


of Self Defence, but by the help of other Words ſignifying the ſame 


thing, is juſt as if I, ſuppoſing I had always avoided the Word Self-De- 


fence, ſhould deny that 1 ever pleaded for a Right, in Subjects, to Self- 
Defence, becauſe I never uſed that Word, but the Word Refaſtence. For 


my pleading for their Right ro Reſiſt in ſome Caſes, wovld. not more ef- 


ſectual ly, upon this Suppoſition, prove that I had pleaded for their Right 


to Self- Defence, than your Lordſhip's having pleaded abſolutely againſt. 
their Right to Reſjit, will prove that you have pleaded gain their Right, 
| | „ or 


co Self- Delencc. 


To come now to the former Sermon referr'd to in my Conſiderations 3 
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4. Nor is your Lordſhip's Mind at all altered: For; in this very An: 
{xer with which you have Honour/d me; in this Anſwer in which vour. 
Lordſhip declares you will not touch the Matter of Self-Defence, your 
Lordſhip hath amply touched upon it, and effeetu2!1y deveſted tne whole 
Body of Subjects of all Right to Self. Defence. Of whicit I ſhall gi e ſufs 
ficient proof hefore I conclude this Trouble. EE = 
5. From all this appears the true meaning of your Lord hip's Words, 
p. 7. For (that I may not be wholly wanting in Conceffions) | £10 am v ry 


free 10 gr «nt, tba: Mere Self-Defence is one of ibe mo innocen. means, that 


the governed pars of the Society can ſumetimes uſe. t. preſerxe it ſ-1t from Ruin 
and Deſtruction, in Caſe of ſome peſſible Artemp-s of ibe. Guvernaurs : 
Which are. enough to. induce a Reader, who doth vot carefully ay things 
together; to think that your Lordſhip here was willir.g to grant ſometting 


A absut which the Debate was. For if your l,ordihip dorh truly make mea 


Conceſſion, or truly grant any hi g; it muſt he ſomething wrich vas con- 
tended for. And if your Lordſhip grauts the lawfulneſs oz tt at Selt-He- 


fence which I contended for, this will vindicate me trum the heavy Lond 


which, in other places of your Anſwer, is laid uon me. Bu! if your 
Lordſhip mean ſomething by Self-Defence, very: iff.rent from what, it is 


plain from other Paſſages, your Lordſhip onde: ſtands me. to mean; and 
ſomething about which there rever was ary diſpute betwe; n any two Wri- 


ters in the World; then it is plain, that your Lordſhip here makes no 


Conceſſion at all, and grants nothing at all. And indeed, it is too evi- 


defit, froia the following parts ot your Lordſhip's Anſwye: as well as from 
the Paſſages now produced our of the two >ermens, that by mere Self 
Defence your Lordſhip here underftands the Self- Defence cf Prayers and 
Tears $ that the 82li-Defence here in Words granted to Gnverned Societies, 
in order to ſave them from Ruin, is no more of Self- Defenc: han what 
is confiſtent with their being Ruin'd, in many Caſes; no more than what 
is conliftent with the moſt profound, moft ready. m-ﬀt pater: Submiſſion 
to all that Miſery which their Governours ſhall be d ter mined fo orig 
upon them. This is that mere Self- Defence which yuur Lordih'p is fiee to 
grant; which is indeed, no Self- Defence at all; or no ſuch: Seif- Detence as e- 
ver was the ſubject of any Debate or Controvetſie. And from all this it: 
likewiſe. appears that, at one time your Lordſhip may in W rds gr ant 
a Self- Defence. without granting the thing meant by that Word; and 
that at other times, your Lordſhip may in reality contend z gamſt tue 


ting meant by it, without contendirg e xprefly anamſt ha? Werd. 


1. The next Complaint of Miſrepreſentation which I meet with, is in 
p. 14. of your Lordſhip's Anſwer: where it is ſaid, that you can't but 
take not ice of my foully miſrepreſentirg your Senſe; wnen [ ſay, that your 
Lordilip hath confined the Magiftrate's Commilhon to one purpule, vite 
That of Civil Government: Whereas your Lordſhip ſaith that you hive 
in that very Sermon, expreſly aſſerted, Thur the b.gh-ft Pon er, or Supreme Ma i- 


| ſtrate, is Supreme Governonr over all Perſons, and in all Cauſes. Now, 1. Me- 
thinks I need not ha ve incurred your Loroſhips Diſpleaſure on this Account, 


Bnce my whole Deſign in this Paſſage was to follow your Lordſhip in that 

Diſtinction made in your Sermon, p. 16. 17. between the Commiſſion gi- 

ven by God, to the Civil Magiſtrate, and that given by God to the Biſhops, 

and Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church; and fince I cauid not be ſuppolſcd to, 

intend to fix any thing upon your Lordſhip but this Diſtinction; wy Argu- 

ment in that place xcquiring nothing 11 but ſince your Lorèſh p X hy 
| — | 8 = een 
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been pleaſed to tax me, not with an involuntary Miftake, but with foully 
miſre preſen-ing your Senſe. I muff, 2, Beg of your Lordſhip, to conſider 
your'own Werds, p. 16. of that Sermon, in which you ſay, That God 
hatk granted tothe Civil Mapiftrate a Commiſſion for one Purpoſe, Theſe 
words, For ane Purpo c, arc your own Words, And if God hath given 
a Commiſſion to the Magiſtrate, not Abſolute, and unlimitted, but for 
One Purpoſ , What can the One: Purpoſe be for which he hath given a. Com- 
miſſion to the Civil Magiſtrate, but the pur pole of Civil Government « If 


there be · any other Purpole.for which: he hath a Divine Commiſſion, yes 


ſince I was arguing with our Loraſhip, I had not fairly repreſented your 
Senſe, unieſs I had limited his Commiſſion to one Purpoſe, as your L rd- 
ſhip hath in Co many Words done, And if your Lordſhip had aſſigned 
him a Commiſſion for more Purpoſes than One, I. ſhould have been tree to 

ſay ſo. 3 I beſeech your Lordſhip to conſider likewiſe, - whether the Par- 
ticulars which you afterwards name, be any other but the Parts of this 

one general Purpoſe; or any more than what are imp ied in, and reſult 
from, his being Supreme Civil Governour; Whether his being Supreme 


in al Cauſes, and over all Perſons, be not the Conſequence of his being 


Supreme Civil Governour z or whether it implics in it a Commiſſion for 


every thing? 4. If your Lorcſhips allowing the Magiſtrate to be Supreme 


in all Cauſes (fer which I ſhall ever be as free to contend as your Lord- 
ſhip ) be fufficient to ſhew that I have miſrepreſented your Senſe, when I 
ſay, hat you have confi ed his Commiſſion to one Purpoſe ; I ſee not how 
T could poſſibly have eſcaped this levere Cenſure any way. For, if I 
had ſaid that your Lordſhip gives him a Divine Commiſſion for many di- 
ft net Pup ſes (not implied in any one general Purpoſe ) tho' nor for 
all poſſible Purpoſcs; I might on the ſame Ground, have been taxed with = 
Milrepreſ-n:ation, zig. becauſe your Lordſhip hath aflerted, that he is 
Supreme in all, and not only in many Cauſes. And this Aſſertion of your 
Lo d hips, which you urge againtt my repreſentation of your Senſe, would 
have ſerved a, well to have coltfuted nat, had | tax-d your Lordſhip with 
ſay ng hat the Magiftrate hath not a Comm ſſion for every Purpoſe, as 
it doch now that 1 bave taxed your Lordikip with confin ng his Commiſ- 
ſion to one Purpoſe. For it i equa ly conſiſtent, and equa ly inconſiſtent 
with both. If the Magiſtrate's being S prems in all Cauſes, relate at all 


to the puſp ſes of his Divine Commiſſion, or contradict at all his having 


a D vive Comm ſſion for one Purpoſe only, (for which end your Lord- 


in p produceth it) then it mult ſignifie, that he bath a Commiſſion for all 


Purpoſes. If ic do not ſignifie this; neither can it be proved from your 
Lcrcth p's affer ing his Supremacy in ail Cauſe-, that I have miſrepreſen- 
ted your Senſe in fixing his Commiſſion to one Purpoſe. And again, If I 
had argued from this Expreſſion, that your Lordſhip gave the Magiſtrate 
a Commithon for all Purprcs; there are many expreſs Paſſages in your 
Sermon, which would have proved that I miſrepreſeured your Lordfh:p. I 
appeal therciore to every R-adecr, and deſite to know what I could do more 
unc xceptiona ble than what I did. I took your Lordihip/s own Words, for 
one Pu pole. If for one Purpoſe; it muſt be that general one of «vil 
Government, and for every particular Purpuſe included in that, or neceſ⸗ 
ſarily. reſulting nom it. And I uſed your Lordſhip's own Words for no- 
thing, but co introduce that diſtinction of Commiſons, as to which your 
Lordſhip cannot complain of any Miſrepreſentation: And therefore, 1 


believe, may lately leave it to any one to determine whether J have gis 
ven 0Cc4103 to your Lordſh p's Charge. 3+ 


1 he 


— 


\F 320 — ms 5 13 etre wt . 


70 ² . ]˙Ü¹wüm Gm 6 8.4 3 e BM T8 WP 


09 & NS $8. \\' ww fY ON Bak ÞY Th, Wi e my 


eſſary, juft, and reaſonable in themſelves: Whereas your Lordſhip knows, 
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| (in) . 
3. The Manifeſt Falfification charged upon me by your Lordſhip p. 20. 


| ſhall be conſidered under the third General Head, when I come to the At- 
gumcentative part of your Lordſhip's Anſwer. | 


4. P. 36. Your Lordſhip taxes me with pleading your Authority fer a 
thing which you never did, never meant te aff: m in that Latitude in 
which I interpret your Words. That there is no ſuch thiug as a 2 
Right to Civil Govern men 3 your Lor. ſhip, I think, 0«ns you have affirm- 
ed: But not that there never was in a Neutral Right 10 Civil Coverye 
ment. And it may he, I was miſtik-n in und-rftanding your Lo dſhip to 
ſpeak of Narwrai Right in that extent: But if I was, I dare ſa it vas 2 
Miſtake common to me with every individual Perſon who ever rea the 


former of your Lordſhip's Ac {391 Sermons, withour krowin any other 


of your Lord ſhip's Sent ments upon that Suhject, than what are to be 
met with there. Nay, let any one even now but read p. 23. of that Ser- 


mon, and ſee if you do not there expreſs your ſelf as any one s ouid do, 


who deſian'd to ſpeak of Natural Rights in as much latitude as poffible. 
Parcicularly, let him remark, that your Lordſhip affirms, Inheritance by 


Primo genituie to be no Law of Nature, and that by Nature all Children 
have Right alike to their Father's real Eſtate; and then judge whether 
your Lordſhip meant not to ſpeak of Nature, as it always was in all times, 


as well as ith reſpect 10 the pretent Age. Beſides, that believe no one 
ever before undertook to ſpeak to this Point, what the Rights of Nature 
are, without undei ſtanding the Queftion to reſpect Times paſt as well as 


preſent and without being always underftood ſo to do. | hope therefore, | 
that it was no Crime in me, to underſtand your Lordſhip as every Rea ter 


did; as without doubt your Lordſhip muſt have underftood me, had I 
ſpoken of the Natural Right to Government in the ſame manzer; or nn- 
derftand ng your Lordſhip after this manner, to argue with you from your 
way of arguing. | ; 

F. P. 42. J am taxed with inſinuating a Charge againſt your Lordſhip, 
utterly falſe, and groundleſe, from p. 31. of the C--nfiderati« ns, to p.35. The 


own Principles, Which hath ever been accounted the moſt unexceptionable 


Charge which alone I there do (not infiuuate, but) expreifly bring agaioft 


your Lordſhip's Doctrine, is, the giving the Supreme Legrſlariv Pon er an 
unlimited Authority, to make what Changes that fees fit in the Form of 
Government; and particularly the giving to our Zouſe of Cumm:ns, c o- 
ſen by the People, to maintain our happy Conſtitution, Authority io ru 1 


it sf they pleaſ-, and to conſent to the turning it int) an abſo ute Monare , cc. 
Thus are my Words connected: From which it is plain, that I make this 
the Inſtance, in which your Lo dihip gives ſuch Authority to th: Houſe of 


Como s; that I do not fix upon your Lordſhip the giving an Authority 


to that Houſe, to doit alone, but to do it by conſenting with the other 
Parts of the Legiſlature in it. But it becomes me patiently to hear what 


your L6rd{hip ſees fit to lay upon me. Now, zo paſs by that, our Lord- 


ſhip Anſwers, that you may have ſaid, tbat a Chan e made by Legiſla ors, &c. 


is regularly made as any ſuch Change can be made; and that, being made, it is 


| fo far valid as to bind tie Subjeffs, But that you did not ſay, that every ſuch 


Change, onl for its being made by the Supreme Legiſlative Power, muſi necds 
hav: been ne'c*(ſary, juft, and reaſonable in it ſelf. By which Words the 


Reader muſt be led to think that | hive t:xed your Lordſhip, with ſaying, 


that all Alterations made by the Supreme Power are for that Reaſon ne- 
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any change they ſee fit; that no change is anlawtul to be made, whic 
chey fee fix co make; aud fhat they have Authority ( this is the "oy 


8 8 (12) 
that I never did any thing like it. Bur this indeed F have ſaid, That your 
Loruſhip hath given an Authority to the Supreme Legiſlative Power to make 
even ſuch Changes as are not only juſt and reaſonable in themſelves,  - but 
of a fat. Contequence to the whole Governed Society; which is a Point 


vaſtly ditterenc. And leaſt your Loraſhbip's Avthority ſhould influence your { 


Reader to velieve that this is all Miſrepreſentation in me, and that what you 
have ſaid, is oniy this, That Changes fo made are as regularly made as any 


| ſuch Changes can be; I mult here be forcid to appeal once more to he 


Sermon it feli, And, GPL 

1. I might here argue from the defign of your Lordſhip in that Sermon, 
which caouor be anſwered in the leaſt; without ſuppoſing that in thoſe 
freq. eut Peclarationt, that the Legiſ{arive Power my make all Alterations, 
ond as well as atorher, which to it 1elf ſhall ſeem fir, your Lordſhip inten- 
ded ch.t my ſhould ſigniſy may Lawfully, and agreeably to its Commiſſion, 
Ctherwite your Lo, aſbip could not have concluded from hence, what you 
de +zn'd thouid felow. For it is of no importance to allege that, The 
S/ eme Legijlutive Power may make Alterations; and this ſolely in order to 
pr ve that they had Authority to make one Particular Alteration, unleſs by 
an) be underſtood, may lawfully and warrantably. Put the Caſe, that I 
ſnould eadeavour to Prove that the whole Nation might lawfully have re- 
G84 a late Prince, by firſt laying it down that a Nation may defend it 
ſelt rom ruine: Could this be to the purpoſe, unleſs by may, I under- 


ſtand, may lan full)? And would not all the World have ſo underſtood 


me? Nor can your Lordſbip indeed be otherwiſe underſtood by any Reader 
that looks into the whole Paſſage. ST 7 Op | 
2. Bat chis is not all. I have not only this Ar ;zument to urge, in vindi- 
Citi. t my ſelt; but your Lordſhip's own expreſs aſſertions. If the 
Rader will but conſult P. 18, of that Sermon he will find theſe Words, 


Thus I think it is evident that no Change or Alteration of the form of Govern= 


ment fi:m one ſort to ansther, is in it ſelf unlawful to be made, provided it 
be made by them who have Power to make it; that is, by the Govern- 


inent it ſ-If, I mean by Him, or Them, who for the Time being have the 


Swwvercign Power in their Hands, If he go on to Page 21. He will find 
theie Werds. Whenzver therefore the Supreme Power of any N.ution under- 
Zhes to niake any Change in the Eſtabliſhed Form of Government, they 
ought in pruderce — = to be well aſſured, that there will be more good 
than hurt in it: But when they are well ſatisfied in this, they may then 
without breach of Duty or Fuſtice, make ſuch Alterations therein as they judge 
nee. ful; they do no more than they have 21 Power and Autherity to do in 
malirg ſuch a Change, & Here, my Lord, it is left entirely to the 
Legifl14ive' Prwer to make what Alterations chey think fic ſo far as that what 
change foever they themſelves are ſatisfies hach more good than hurt in it, 
( wh<cher it be re. lj ruine to the Nation r not 3) they are declared to 
have nut only Power bur 'Authrigy to mike, I will mention but one Paſſage 


more in which your Toraſhip rec:pirutates your own ſenſe, Puge 26. in 


thele allowing words. Thas I think'I have made it appear, tht this precept, 
Meddle not with them that are given to change, doth not teach the Duty of 
Sue ein Pes, wy9 may lawfi!ly make what Changes and Alterations. in the 


frame and Conſtitution of the Grvernment they themſelves thirk fit, In theſe 


Sentences your Lordſhip hach'declared that the Legiſlatrve may /awfully make 
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word) to make any Change, if ſo be that they themſelves be perſwad- 


ed of the Neceſſi y and cx pedience of it. And now, Iwill appeal to 


this very Kead-r, whether, in his, I brought againſt your Lordihi p, a 
| Charge uti riy faiſe. and groundic)s. RES 


There is one thing which, before I leave this. matrer, I muſt take 


| rotice of, and that is, That yeur Lordſhip here, 5. 45 peaks 45 11 
contended chat no Alters in the Couſiitutiun cou'd be Author ia) 


made without ſummoni.g the whole People tegether. But  wa-nce 
your Lu.d{hip could collect this 1 cannot lee. | ncyer Aid any 1uch 


thing in plain words. All that * have done towards it, is the maintain- 


ing chat it is not in their Commiſſion, and that they have no Authority, 
properiy ſo called, co make any Alteration for the Ruine of the wh ie 


Nation. Aud | am extreamly unfortunate, if it muſt be admitted tor 
a £00d Argument, that be caute I hold that the Legiſlators have ho Au- 


thoricy to make a D. ſtruct v⸗ Alterat ion, therefore 1 mutt hold they 
have no Authority to n. ke any that are beneficial 3 that becauie 


1 maintain that they have no Commiitivn to make Laws to the Ruine of 
the Nation, therefore [ muſt hold that chey have no Commuton to 


make uſeful ones; that becaule I argue agaizii their Authority to 


change this into an Abſolute Monarchy, theretore 1 deny them an au- 


thority to limit the Crow n to che Prot ſtant vucceſhon. I heſe Conſe- 
quences are ſo far from being Juſt, that, on the contrary, ic una void- 
ably follows from my Principles, and hath been aif<rted by ine in words, 
that they | 

and happineſs of the Nation. Yet theſe, and the like Conſequences 


are uiged by your Lordfhip, and others who have undertaken to vindi- 


* 


cate your Caule, as if there were no Medium between allowing to Go- 
vernours an andi 


| | ited Authority, and no Authority at all: Or as if, be- 
cauſe | do not allow an A«:ihurity to make pernicious Alterations; theres 
fore | grant them no Aprbyrity to make to uſeful ones, as the Uuion of 
the two Kingdoms; or the Limiiaticn af the Surceſſt,n. No, my Lord, 
I never thus pleaded for the People, tho/ I have been thus re preſented. 
I plead for a Right in the whole Body indeed to defend it ſelf from 
Ruine, ſhould Publick Ruine be Enafted, But in all ordinary and 
private Cales, | leave the Government to determine them. in all good 
and beneficial Laws, I give Goyernours an Authority properly to cal- 
led; an Authority as great as poſſible z implied in their general Com- 
miſſion to conſult the good of the ;Publick; and reſulting from the 


maniteſt End ot their Office. In others, I cannot, becauſe of the Ab- 
| ſurdity}; | dare not, becauſe of the Blaſphemy. And I am the more 


free to ſpcak thus, becauſe i have the ſatisfaction to find your Lordſhip 
now ſo far of my mind, as to be unwilling that the Reader ſhould think 
that ever You had given them fo unumited an Authority; tho? 1 have 


been forced in my own Dc reace to produce the Paſſages in which you 
did ſo. And notwithſtanding what your Lordſhip 1aith, Page 45, 46. 


to which I intreat. the Keader to have recourſe, the only remaining diffe- 
rence between your Locuſhip and me, ſcems to he this. Your Lordſhip 


maintains, with reſp-8- to luch Alt:rations, and Laws, made without 
Authority, as are cettainly deſtructive to the whole Community, that 


- 


there remains no Defence in the whole Body, but that of Prayers and 
Tears; And I, on the contrary, do preſume to allow this whole Com- 
- munity to defend it lelt by other means againſt Ruine, tho coming upon 


it 


have a full Authority to make a-1 Alterations for the ſecurity, 


| 
| 
[| 
| 


(14) 
it frem thoſe hands, which were Entruſted wich Power only for its 
pteſer vation. | | he 

5. But the greateſt Cauſe of your Lordſhip's Complaint againſt me is yet 
behind. For, Anſwer, Page 50. I am accuſed of making my Letter all of 
@ piece, by ending it as it began, with a foul, and falſe Charge upon your Lordſhip, 
viz. for laying ; that your Lordſhip hath aſſured the World that Her Majeſty's 
Title, is on!y that of a feecerſsful Uſurpation. I Prelume, my Lord, No one 
who hath read what I have iu this Paper already ſaid, in my own vindicati- 
on, will eaſily call che Charge with which my Letter began, 4 foul and falſe 
Charge, I have proved that it is not a falſe Charge: And I am very well 
affurcd from che whole tenour of this Anſwer, that your Lordſhip accounts it 
no foul one, to be raxed with the maintaining ſuch a Paſſive Obedience as 


takes away from Subjects all right to Self-Detence againſt all attempts of their 


Governours. I hope now, with all ſubmiſſion, to ſhew that my Letter was 
all of a piece, ending, as it began, with a Charge which I had bur too juſt 
reaſon to make. Bur before Ido this, I ſhall only beg leave to aſſure your 
Lordſhip that I mentioned not this with the leaſt defizn of laying any thing 
to your Lordſhip*s Charge, which might ſeem obnoxious, or any thing in 
which many others do not ſhare with your Lordſhip. Alas ! my Lord, The 
Government is ſtill treated as a Mere De Facto Government, (which I take to 
be another word for Uſurbed) by many who take the Oaths to it, and who 
pad for Submiſſion to it: And this merely becauſe the whole Body of 
Subjects are not allowed, in any Caſe, to make one ſtep, but in the ordi- 
nary legal Methods. And finding ſo many very free without ſcruple to 
maintain this to be a De Facto Government, that is, in other Words, a Go- | 
vernment founded upon Uſurpation, J had not the leaſt ſuſpicion, nor do 1 
now apprehend, that any ſuch Perſons ſtood in need of an Af of Indemnity, 
or incurred che icaſt Penalty by ſo doizg; Nor could Tchiik that any whoſe 


2 P:inciptes plainly lead to it, would think it grievous ro have it ſaid ſo. But 


I conteſs, ſo deep is che ſenſe I have ot the Publick happineſs reſtored, and 
eltabliſhed, under G d, by the Revolution; and fo cloſe is the connexion 
between che preſent Settlement, and that Refiſtance which brought it about, 
that I cannot help expreſſing a concern againſt the Pfinciples which would 
bring a d iſreſpect upon That, and which by ſhaking that muſt inevitabl 

ſh.ke the whole Fabrick built upon it. But I do nor defign by all this 
merely to avoid your Lordſhip's Charge: But come now to the 

. | 3 


And, in order to my own Juſtification, I muſt beg leave to tranſcribe that 


whole Sentence of mine ot which your Lordſhip hath mentioned only a Part. 
In Page 46. of the Conſiderations, 1 expreſs a concern, in the following 
Words, to hear a Man of u, Lordſhip*s Character and Authority, aſſuring the 
Hor d that Her Majeſty*s Title is only that of a Succeſsful Uſurpation; that ſub- 
miſfpn to Her Government is indeed lawful nom it is ſettled ; but that the foun- 
dation if that Settlement was laid in a damnable fin. In which words of mine 
there is not only the Charge it ſelt; but the expiication of what I meant in 


it is plainly added. For I do not barely Tax your L raſbip with aſſuring 
the World that Her Majeſly*s Title is only that of 4 ſucceſsful Uſurpation, but f 


add che very Way in which you have done this, vix. by aſſuring them that 
tho Submiſſion to Her Government be lawtul, yer the Foundation of it 


was laid in a damnable Sin: Which laſt Words being an exp'icarion of the 


former, it they had been favourably produced by your Lordſhip, as indeed 
they might have been, would have acquitted me of all Cpime in ſaying 
what I did. | | ED 1. There- 


h (135) 
I. Therefore, Tianſwer, that I do no where lay it to your'Lordſhip's 
charge that you do, in ſv many Words, aſſure the World that Her Majeſty's 
Title is only that of a ſucceſsful Uſurpations I appeal to every individeat 
Reader, whether they did, or could underſtand me ſo; or after any other 
manner then that this is the natural Conſequence, the unavoidable Conclu- 


ſion from your Lordſhip's Principles, in the manner in which I have: there 


explained my ſelf. I never heard of any Reader who hath ſo underſtood 
me; and therefore I may ſay, I have never repreſented your Lordſhip ro 
any Reader, as ſaying this in ſo many Words. It there be any, as I do nor 


believe there ate; I am here ready to deelare publickly, that they have 


miſtaken my meaning, hy not attending to my own explication; and that 
your Lordſhip hath never, in ſo many Words, declared Her Majeſty's Title 
to be that ot a Succeſsful Vſurpation. * 
2. I appeal to your Lordſhip your ſelf, who, I dare ſay, notwichſtanding 
all the Concern expreſſed on this occafion, did not, and cannot, chirk tlat 
I meant to Tax you with the ſaying this in ſo many Words. This is plain 


enough from your Lordſbip's declaring againſt all Innuendo-proofs : Which will 
fatisty every Body that you underſtood me no otherwiſe than as ſpeaking of 


the Conſequences of your Lordſhip*s Principles, And why then ſhould your 


Lordſhip expect me to ſhew, in what Sermon, and in what Page, you have 


plainly ſaid theſe words, when I do not once Tax your Lordſhip with ſaying theſe 
Words ; When no Reader ever, I believe, underſtood me to Tax you with 
it; Nay, when Jam fully perſwaded that you your felt was all the time in- 
wardly ſatisfied that I did nor mean to do it? There are other Ways, my 


Lord, of aſſuring the World of this, beiides plainly ſaying theſe very Words, 


The Men, whoſe Conſciences will not permit them ſo much as ro ſubmit to 
the Queens Government; That Writer in particular, who, under the 
bold pretence of Vindicating your Lor dſhip, hath vented all his ſpleen againſt 


our Eſtabliſhment, will not perhaps uſe theſe very tew Words, Bat yet 1 
can't think that they would take it for a miſrepreſentation, ſnould I ſay, that 


they have aſſured the World that Her Majeliy*s Title is only that of a ſacceſsful 


Uſurpation. It is not far trom my Heart to make your Loraſhip reſponſible 


for any thing Men of thoſe Principles write, tho' under the covert of your 


Creat Name: But I only mention this that any one may ſee that my 
manner of expreſſion here is very juſtifiable, by all the Rules of ſpeaking, 


_ your Lorſhip, I verily believe, hach never plainly ſaid thoſe very 
ords, 1 , 

| F: I come now to prove what I ſaid not to have been groundleſs, or un- 
juſtifiable; vix. That your Lora ſhip hath aſſured the World that Her Majeſly*s 
Title is only that of a Succeſsful Uſurpation, in that ſenſe, in which, the next 
words explain ir, and in which every one underſtood me to mean it. And 
this Iſnall do, not by Innuendo's, but by plain Argument, and Syllogiſm, too 


. Obvious to every eye, and differing very much from proof by Innuen os, in 


the certain, and undeniable concluſiveneſs of it. My Argument is this. 
Your Loraſhip hath aſſured the World that all Reſiſtance is a demnable fin. But 
the foundation of the preſent Settlement was laid in Reſiſtance, Conſequently, 
Jour Lordſhip hath aſſured the World that the foundation of this Settlement was 
laid in a damnable Sin. Or again thus, Your Lordſhip hath affured the World 
that all taking Arms, or adhering to thoſe who are in Arms, againſt their 
Sovereign, is a damnable fin in Subjects: But our preſent Settlement, and 


the Queen's Government, is owing ſo entirely to this takir g up Arme, and 


adheting to ſach as were in Aras againſt the Sovereign, that it would have 
\ Huw 3 5 utter 1 


— 
Ls * 
- 
—— + OC CB <A AAP er Ce = — 


(16) 


utterly been prevented without it. Coniequently your Zo?dſhip hath àſſured 
the World chat che Foundation of the Queens Title was laid in a damtiable 
Fn, chat is, in other words, is only tnat of a Succeſsful Uſurpation. Nor do 
I 1nd that your LYdDi] would even now have it tuougnt, that you have not 
eifectually aſſured the World that this Hund ation was laid in a damnable ſin. 
For in this Anſwer, tho not under the expreſs notion of 2 Revolutimn.; yet 
under that of Refiſtance your Lerdſbip hath as amply; and efſectually con- 
de mned all the firſt ſteęs in it, as words can do it. And now, my Lord, 

fiace this is the Uſurparion I ſpeak of; ſince I explained my ſelf thus in the 

lame Sentence, in which I raxed your Lordſhip with this; ſince the rer fon- 
ing Men into this perſwaſion, by laying down ſuch; Premiſes as veceſſarily, 

and not by the help of Jonwendy, iner ſuch a Conclution, is the moit 
effectual way of aſſuring them of this, aud of leaving the impreſſion deep upon 
their minds. All che Rules of Speaking, and of lagiſm, will bear me our 

in the Truth of what 1 alleged, and the great importance of the matter to 


A 


the Nation, wil! be ir me out intaking notice of it. OT 1 
4. The Malignant Influences which the Principles of Unlimited Non- re- 
ſiſtauce reflect back upon the Foundation of the Queen's Government, and 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, will appear the more plaialy,. if we compare it 
with the more benign and kindly influences of the contrary, For permit 
us, my Lord, only to ſuppoſe, for the preſent, that, on extraordinary 
Occaſions, extraordinary Methods are allowable z permit us only to 1 
ſuppole it lawful for a People to preſerve themſelves from imminent 
ruine by Methods not to be juſtified upon leſs occaſtons: And: ſee if 
an eſay and heneficial Scheme doth not preſent it ſelf to view. For, 1. 
That very extraordinary occaſion, which was apparent to every eye, 
wica we were in the extreameſt danger of Popery, and Arbitrary 
Power, will juſt'fy his late Majcſty, in hearing the Cries, and pitying 
the Digreſsa of Pcopl- in the laft pangs of Life; ineither kindly liſten- 
ing to the invitations of as many as had opportunity, and courage; to 
ſpeak, or Nobly offering the hazard of his own Life and Fortunes, to 
aſſiſt this Nation in preterving it ſelf from Ruine. 2. The ſame extra- 
ordinary occation will vindicate from all reproach the Conduct of Her 
preſent Maj: ſty, then Princeſs of Denmark; and add a never-fading 
luttre to the part which She bare in the ſame glorious deiign: When, 
moved by a deep ſent? of the Miſeries hanging over Her Native Coun- 
try, and by a tender compaſion to the preſent and ſucceeding Genera- 
tions, he generoully iacrihced every other conſideration to the Securi- 
ty of chat erple, iz waoſe Hearts She now Reigns; receiving back 
again che genuine rewards of Her paſt Compatton, and Her preſent . 
Carcs, in the muſt ſubſtaatial marks of their tincercſt Love, and 
Gratitude, | 3. This v.cy extraordinary occaffon will likewiſe juftify 
the People oral Ranks and Conditions, from che higheſt and holieſt 
Order, to che ancſt ang ait leculiar employment, in joy ning them- 
ſelves to cloſe ms 0f £1: Aince of Orange to which we owe the late 
Revolution, 4. Ib. :<atuels ot the occauon, will likewiſe juſtiſy the 
Lcid> for afſemÞ!.ug themiclves, and the People for the chuling Repre- 
ſentatives, fo conſul. woat to do in o critical a juncture. 5. The Ex- 
periencd of what had been defign'd, and put in piactice, againſt the 
ſafety of the Nation; and the dithculties likely to ſtart up on ſuch an 
occation, will give a Right to thele Noble Lords and — to 
£0 out ot the or.4inary Methods, and content to inveſt Kang — and. 
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Queen Mary with the Supreme Executive Power. 6. This Cohſen- wil 


give an undoubted Title to K. William and Q. Mery; a Right much ore 
apparent than the Right by which moſt of the Kings of this World R ; n. 
7. This Conſent, and th: Neceſſity of the Caſe, will give a true and) ft 
Authority, properly fo called, to all the Acts paſſed by Them, and theie 
ſame Lords, and Commons, for the Security of the Publick Happineſs ; 
part icularly to that Act concerning the Settlement and Limi« © 
tation of the Succeſſion to the Crown, upon which, I think * *Arſ, p. 27. 
your Lordſhip allows the Queen's Title to be founded. 8. 
This, conſequently, gives an undoubted Right to he: Majeſty, who, by 
virtue of all theſe Steps, is in the Throne, and without them had never 
been in it: A Right which is equally a Glory to Her Self, and a Satis- 
faction to Her Subjects. | - * 
bn the contrary, ſuppoſing no allowance to be given by Almighty God, 
no liberty to be granted, to 2 People once under any Eſtabliſned Form of 
Government, to depart from the ſettled and general Rule of Obedi- 
ence; even in order to ſave themſelves from manifeſt Ruin, and Univer- 


ſal Unhappine's : Some very hard, and very unkind Conſequences will 


follow from hence; I fear, not to the advantage either of the preſent 


Settlement in general, or Her Majefty's Government in particular. For, 


I, The worſt of Reproaches muſt fall upon the Memory of our late De- 
liverer: And his Character muſt be drawn, with that of the worſt of 


Men, to the greateſt diſadvantage poſſible. He muſt be thought void of 


all Apology, and Excuſe, to tempt a Nation from its Obedience, and to 
ſave a People by the Arms of Terror and Re ſiſtance, inſtead of leaving 
them to their only Refuge of Prayers and Tears. 2. Nor can it fare 
much better, upon this Principle, with our preſent Gracious Queen, who, 
tho? at that time a Subject, yet, thought the Safety of a whole Nation not 
unworthy ot her regard; and efteemed it a ſufficient motive to induce 
Her to encourage by Her great Example, the Cauſe of juſt Liberty. 3. 
Neither can any of thoſe be acquitted from Guilt, who joyned themſelves 
to the Prince's Arms. 4. Neither can the Lords be, by this means, 
juſtified, in Aſſembling themſelves; or the People, for clluſing Repre- 


ſentatives: Since being all mere Subjects, they had no Right to Act ſuch 


a part. 5. Nor would this Principle have ſuffered theſe Noble Lords and 
Repreſentatives, by their Conſent to make a King : Since there was one 
in Being, whom no Miſmanagement could deveſt of hi Right; and ſince 
they themſelves being ſtill but Subjects, according to this Principle, were 
not Authorized by God to redreſs the Grievances either of themſelves, or 
their Neighbours, in ſo extraordinary a manner. 6. Neither would this 
ſame Doctrine have ſuffered any Right to be convey'd to K. William and Q. 
Mary, to poſſeſs the Government at that time; or have juſtified them in 
poſſeſſing it, or that Parliament in joyning with them in any Acts. 7. 
What Authority therefore, properly ſo called, will this Principle allow to 
their Acts,. which it laboured to prevent; and which it would have pre- 


vented, if ic had been poſſible» 8. What Influence muſt it have upon the 


preſent Settlement, by which Her Majefty Reigns ; when it ſeads People in- 
_ evitably to judge, that all the Steps leading ro this Settlement, were diſ- 
Pleaſing to God; contrary to the Duty of the Nation; inconfiftent with 
the Obligations of Subjects; and ſuch as, even under this very Settlement, 


deſerve in the moſt public and ſolemn manner to to be condemned; and 


their Defenders and Adherents to be nee by the Preachers of. 


the Goſpel of Jeſu. Cini. Læt 


. 
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will not be long determining which Princip'e it is that hath the bet Influ- 
ence upon our preſent happ\ Settl:me: t. Nor wii he, I believe, doubt to 
juſtifie me, for ſaying, That they who allow no Right to the People, thus 


to go out of the ordinary ſettled Methods, upon the greateft Occaſion, - 


cannot poſſibly allow any better Title to the preſent S-tclement than that 
of a ſuccesful Uiurpation. Thus, my Lord, I humbly hope, I have gi- 
ven ſome tolerable account of what I fixed upon your Lordſhip ; and this 
not by Innuendo's, but by way o plain, ne: efliry.. unavoidable Concluſion, 


drawn,without Aitifice, or the leaſt ſtraining, from your avowed Principles. 


This was the Second Point I undertook in this new trouble which I am 


forced to give your Lordſhip. viz. To review all thoſe Paſſages, in which 
your Lordſhip complains that 1 have been guil'y of Miſrepreſentation, or 


ſomething worſe. And having gone over every particular Inſtance mi- 
minucely, and diflin'y ; as being much leſs willing to be thought Crimi- 
nal in ſuch a Point, than merely Erroneous in all ethers; I have nothing 
farther to add to this nec ſary ard plain Self. Defence. | 


111 I come now to conſider again thoſe Points which your Lordſhip hath 


endeavoured to defend againft the Arguments which I preſumed to urge 
againſt them, | : | 


Eicſt . Confederations, p. 9. I am arguing againſt your Lordſhip's inferring n 


from the Magiſtrate's being the Miniſter of God, that he is, on that ac- 
3 cou t, in ſuch Senſe Supreme, as that none upon Earth 
* Fer. 1708. p. 7. can lawfully Que ſt on, Cenſure, Puniſh, or Reſiſt him; * 
3 which laſt your Lord ſhip is careful to joyn to the fore- 
going Words in the ſame Argument; by which it appears what ſort of 


Queſtioning, Cenſuring, or Puniſhing your Lordſhip meant Againſt this 


1 urged, 1. That he is declare i tobe not only the Minifter of God, but 
the Miniſter of Ged to us for Good. Suppoling him, therefore, ordain'd 
immediately by God for the good of Society; it will not follow that he 
is unaccountable to any upon Earth, in attempting the Ruine of Humane 
Society, any more than | will follow. that being ordained for the Good, 

he way likewiſe ordained for the Ruine of Mankind. TI 


+ Anſw. Pe 12. am ſorry to find your Lordſhip of another Mind. * But 


| ] can never be able to conceive hat a Commiſhon given 
to any Man merely for the doing good to others, ſhould make him ſo abſo- 
Iutely unaccountable, that they might not Feel and Cenſure him, as going 
to Ruine them; and Puniſh him as far as is neceſſary for Self- Defence, in 
ti oſe Caſes, in which he who gave him this Commiſſion, either is not able; 
as an Ear hly Govcrnour often is not; or hath never promiſed to inter- 
Poſe himſelf. Nor does this at all make the Governours the Governed ; 
which is all that your Lordſhip advanceth againſt it: For this Cenſuring, 
and Puniſhing, are not As of Civil Government, but Acts neceſſary to, 
and inſeparable from, a Kight to Se f. Defence, and Self-Prefervation. 
Thus, th-retorea 1 ſay. Supp'ling the Commiſhon to Princes came from 
Gol in ſuch manner, that the Words of it were written by his Finger, ſa 
as to be ſcen and read by all; and this Cummiſhon were entirely limited 
tothe God of the Society: This would not take from the Governed So- 
ciety a Right to Feel. when he was aQting againſt that Commiſſion ;, or to 
Ceniure and Puniſh bim, when he was attempting their Ruine, ſo far as 
thould be neceſſary for their own Preſerv-tion. His being the Minifter of 
God for Good to them, confider'd by it ſelf, would not do this: = 
5 "NH would 


| Let any one but r-dately compare theſe two Schemes together, and he 
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would their exerciſing this Right, upon a moſt preſſing Neceſſity, make 
them the Governours of their Prince, or ſuppeſe them Commiſho & by 
God Almizhty, to be the Civil Governours of their Civil Governour 3 
Which is the Abſurdity your Lordſhip would fix upon it. But, in this 
Caſe, the Final, Judicial Cenſure, and Funiſhment, would remain c Grd Al- 
mighty, from whom immediately the Commiſſion came; and yet chere wouid 
remain to the Soctzt» a Rg to ſuch Cenſureand Puniſhment, as are inirparable 
from a Rig»! to Self- Preſervation, Thus, even upon this h gneſt Suppontien, 
God might, I hope, be acknowledged by me, without a Compl: ment, as 
your Lordſhip expreſſeth it the only Ruler of Princes, even whilſt I am 
contending for ſuch a Right in the Ru ed Society toconſult their Self-Pre- 
ſervation, as implies in it a fort of Cenſure and Puniſhment, and cannot 
3 beexerciſed without it. | | . | - 
22. My Second Argument is drawn from hence, that every Perſon who 
3 performs an Office beneficial to us, is the Minifter of God to us for Good: 
An conſequently that the Magiftrare?; bei g call'd by St. Paul, the Mini - 
ſter of God, is not, of it ſelf, ſufficient to prove him unaccoun able. For 
J muft oblerve, that this was your Lordſhip's Argument. The Supreme 
Civil Magiſtrate 18 the Miniſter of God * And *herefore unaccountab'es | 
The Pont to be pr ved was, that he is unaccountable. The Medium by 
Which your Lordſhip appear'd to me to prove it, Was his being the Mint- 
ſter of God, and called ſo by St. Paul. My Anjwer was. that this alone 
cannot be ſufficient, b-cauſe many ochers may very properly be called Mi- 
niſſters of God who et are not unaccountahle. To this now your Lord- 
ſhip replies, p. 13. that you conſidered the Magift: ate as the higheſt Pow- 
upon Earth, and from st. Paul's affirming, That he, as ſuch, is the Mini- 
ſter of G. d, or that he hath. a Commiſſion from God to exerci e the high- 
eſt Power, you ſtili think the Inference very juſt. To this I beg leave to 
anſwer, That St. Paul doth not affirm, that the higheſt Civil M-giftrates 
conſidered as the Higheſt is the Minifter of God; hut that the May iftrate, 
co ſidered as the Magiſtrate, whether Supreme, or Suburdinate, is the 
_ Minifter of God, as your Lordſhip in other places acknowledges. And | 
that I did underſtand your Argument aright is plain from hence, 
that unl-ſs the force of it lies in his being the Miniſter of God, 
which was the Point your Lord ſhip was then ſpeaking to, and which is 
frequently mentioned in the management of it, his being the Minifter of | 
; _ . God, can bear no part in it, ſo as to help to form the condufion at alls? 
As it is plain your Lordſhip deſign'd it ſhould. The Argument, as no- 1 
LEY repreſented, is this, -»ſw. p. 13. For if, faich your Lordſhip, he helds = 
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the higheſt Power upon E:rth by Commiſſion from God; and to Queſtion, . 
i Cenſure and Puviſh, be Acts of Power, (as I truly take them o be) 
1 then I think it does very piainly follow, That none but God can queſtion 
1 and puniſh him: Becauſe there is none upon Earth that is, or can be 
„ higher than the higheſt Power upon Earth. Now, to fhew yuur Lordſhip 
| ; that, as you have now modeli'd this Argument, it receives no force at al! 
ftom his being rhe Miniſter of God, or having his Commiſſion from God, 
| which was the Point then under your Conſideration, and which even now 
your Lordſhip hath here incerted; J only take leave to ſuppoſe, that his 
Comm ſſion came from the People, and to obſerve, that the Inference 
here made, is as juſt upon that Suppoſicion, as upon the other. For if he 
holds the higheſt Power upon Earch, let it be by Commiſſion from the 
People, or how it will, and to Qieſtion, Cenſure, and Puniſh, be Acts of 
. Power, then I think it very plainly OY That there is none upon 
5 2 | Earth 
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Earth to Queſtion, Cenſure, and Pur iſh h'm, becauſe there ſs none upon 
Earth that is or can be higher than tte higheſt Power upon Earth. This 
makes it evident, that your Lordſhip's preſent Argument doth indeed turn 
entirely upon his bis being the higheſt Power, and upon the impoſſibility 
of there being any higher Power than the higheft; but chat it is quite al- 
tered from what it was before. However, that I may not ſcem wholly to 
neglect your Lordſhip/s Argument, as now drawn up; I ſay again, upon 
the higheſt Suppoſition poſſiple, That, tho the Supreme Magiſtrate be in 
poſſeſſion of the higheſt Civil Authority, and that by Commiſſion from 

God, in order to the Temporal Happineſs of the Governed Society; yet. 

it oth not follow, that he is therefore above all Humane Cenſure agf Pu- 
niſhment; becauſe Cenſure and Puniſhment are not always Acts of a Su- 

Periour Relation, or of Power, as it is uſed here for Authority; but Acte, 
in many, Caſes, inſeparable from Self-Defence, and Self-Preſervation ; and 
becauſe this Governòur's having by Divine Commiſſion, the higheſt Autho- 
Tity, for for the good of this Society, doth not take away from this Soci- 
ety, the Right to defend it ſelf from Ruine, Devaſtation, and Miſery. 
My Third ' Argument was drawn from Ecclefiaſtical Miniſters, receiving 
their Commiſion from God, to this Effect, As their being Commiſſioned by 

God, goth no ex.mpt them from Cenſure and Puniſhment in whatever th:y think 

Fi to ſay, or do, under pretence of this Commiſſion 5 ſo likewiſe nenber will 

the Suprem Magiſtrates being Commiſſioned by God, for the good of bis Sub- 

2s, prove any uch Exemption for bim, in whatever ke may ao under pretent: 
of e:4t Commiſſion. This plainly proceeds again upon my underftanding 
your Lordihip to argue from his receiving his Commiſſion from God, te an 
unlimited Exemption from all Cenſure and Puniſhment, Nor do you ſeem 
to deny the Force of the Argument thus framed, which, indeed, was all 

I propoſed by it. To this I added my Obſeryation upon your 3 
Inftance, and urged it to this effect, That as a Mayor's being Commiſho- 

nated by the King for that Office, doth not exempt him from ſuch Cenſure 
or Pun:thment'from the Governed part of the Corporation, as in ſome Ca- 
ſes is abſolutely ne ceſſary to Self-Preſervation ; ſo neither will the Supreme 

Magiſtrat 's being Commiſhoned by God, for the Office of Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate, exempt him in all Caſes ſrom ſuch Humane Cenſure, or Puniſh- _ 

ment, as is implied in that Right to Self-Preſervation, which the Govern- 

cd Society ſtill enjoy. To all this your Lordſhip replies, 

1. By charging me with Manifeft Falſification, with arguing with your 
Lordſhip, *as if you had put the Matter upon the Magiſtrate's being Com- 
miſhoned hy God, or being the Miniſter of God, whereas you put it upon 

bis being the Supreme, and higheſt Power, and did not ground it at all 

upon that Phraſe, p. 20. Now; 1. Were this ſo; the moſt that could be 
made of this, would be, that T had been guilty of a Miſtake, and a very 
' Innocent Miftake. 2. I do not deny thatzyour Lordſhip mentions the Su- 
Preme, or higheſt Power: But if your Lordſhip grounded your Arg u- 
ment only upon his being the Supreme, thea you forſake St. Paul in this, 
- + Who grounds his Concluſion for Submiſhon both to Supreme and Sub- 
ordinate; upon the Magiſtrate's being the Minifter of God to us for Good. 
St. Paul doth not argue from hi, heing the Higheſt, (for he is ſpeaking of 
all) but from his being the Minifter of God. And therefore, it might 
have b-en pardonable in me, to underſtand your Lordſhip ſo, as urging 
the Apo les Argument: Becauſe it was from him, and from this very Ex- 
© preſſion, that your Lordſhip undertook to ſpeak upon this Subject. 3. Ei- 
ther the Argument was founded upon the Magiſtrate's being the Minifter 
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of God, or it had not the leaſt relation to the point there propoſed by your 


Lordſhip, which was expreſly this, Not what was implied in his being the 


_ Higheſt Civil Power, but what was implied in this Higheſt Civil Power's being 


called the Minister of Ged, as any one may tee, Sermon page 6, And if ycur 
Leraſhip did not mean to argue this point rom his being Commiſhoned by 
God, but wholly from another conſideration, viz. His being the Higheſt, 
then this Concluiion would hardly have been brought in under that Head, 
in which you propoſe ro ſpeak of che Magiſtrates Authority, and Commiſſion 
coming trom God : Nor would mention have been made of his being che 
Miniſter of God, and Commiſſioned by Him, all through the Argument, as I 


find ir. For if ic be only trom his being che Higheſt Power that this is argued, 


the Argument ſeems entirely to turn upon the word Highe/t, which indeed 
is not uſed by St. Paul: And the Concluficn drawn from hence, as wellas 
from the ſuppoſed — of making Governours the Governed, might be 


juſt the ſame, it the Commiſſion came only from the People: Which was a 
point your Lordſhip was manifeſtly oppcſing, 4. Your Loraſhip.in the Caje of 


Elective Monarchies, particularly makes the obſervation, That tho' the nomi- 
nation were from Men, yer the Authority, and Commiſſions v ere from God, And 


this being ſaid on purpoſe, leſt Men ſhould imagine that in Eledtive Kingdems 


the Electors ſtill might retain a Right co Cenſure, and Puniſh Miſmanagement, 
cannot at all ſerve this End, unleſs your Loydſhip meant to argue againſt this 
from the Kir g's receiving his Commiſſion from God, and not trom the 
Electors. This again induced me ſo to underſtand your Lordſhip ; Not 


thinking that your Lordſhip would make ſo expreſs mention in your Argument 


of his being Commiſſioned by God, without defigning to lay the force of 


your Concluſion upon that. 5. Your Lordſhip betore you come to the in- 
Nance, by which you deſign to illuſtrate this matter, Sermon page. 8. pro- 
poſeth to ſnew that the Sovereign Power upon Earth is ſul ject only to Gd, even 


in Elective Kingdoms, only by directing us to Inſtances of the like nature, 
wherein the Officer hath his Nomination from one, and receives his Authority em 
another, and is accountable for the cxerciſe of his Power only to him from whom 


| He received his Commiſſin. 6, When your Lordſhip comes to a particular In- 


ſtance, you plead a Mayer s exe mpt.on from the Cenſure and Puniſhment of the 
Corporation, meerly from his being the Queen's Miniſter , and his being 


accountable only to Her meerly from his a&ing by Her Commiſſiin. Now if 
this inſtance, and the words before it, now quoted, were deligned by your 
Lordſhip ro illuſtrate this matter of the S/ preme Magiftrate's being exempt - 
frum all Cenſure, and Accountableneſs ; then your Lordſhip did argue for 


this ex:mption, from the Magiſtrate*s having his Commiſſion from God. But 


your Lordſhip did ſo deſign this Inſtance, and the preceding words. There - 


tore I leave it to any one to judge whether. it was ſo much as a miſtake in 
me ſo ro underſtand this Argument; and whether your Lordſhip grounded 
this Unaccouncableneſs only upon his being the Supreme Magiſirate, and not at 


all upon his being called by St. Paul the Miniſter of God: As you are here 
pleaſed to affirm to my great ſurpize. | 


Add to this that when your Lordſhip goes on to ſtrengthen what hath been 


before ſaid, you do it by proving, from the nature of the thing, that the 
Authority of the Magiſtrate muſt come from God, or that he muſt be God's 
Miniſter in your ſenſe of the Words, Page 9. The following Inferences like- 


wiſe are drawu from his being Miniſter of God: Amongſt which is the 


Inference relating to Non. reſiſtance. From whence ir again appears that 


this was the Principal point to your Lordſhip's thoughts, and the * ſup- 
| | 2. Your 
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2. Your Lordſhip nor only makes me guilty of falſiſying this Argument, 
bur like wile all the way inſinuates that you were ſpeaking throughout this 
Argument only of a Judicial Cenſuring, and Puniſhing ; or a Sitting in Judg- 
ment upon the Chief Magiſtrate. To this 1 have ſufficiently anſwered 
under the Second Head of this Reply. And now having anſwered to theſe, 

two Charges, I crave leave to obſerve, that, your Lordſhip having not been 
pleaſed to allege any thing tothe contrary, my Arguments ſtand good by 
which I endeavoured to prove, that the Supreme - Magiſtrate's being the 
Miniſter of God, or immediately Commiſſion d by him, will nor, confider- 
ed by its felt, prove that he is exempt, in ſome poſſible Caſes, from that 
Cenſure, and Pu: ſnment, which is neceſſarily implied in that Self-preferva- 
tion, and Self. Defence which the Governed Society have a Right to regard. 
And I deſire it may be remembred, that, as in the Caſe of the Mayor of a 
Corporation, the final, Judicial Acquittance, or Condemnation of him for 
his behaviour during his Office, belongs to the King or Queen, and their 
Courts; but ſtil! che Cenſure and Puniſhmenx implied in Selt- Defence remains 
in che Corporation, in thoſe Inſtances in which immediate Ruine, without 
their interpoſition, is evident, So likewiſe, in the Caſe of a Civil Govern- 
our ſuppoicd to have his Commiſſion from God himſelf, the final, Judicial 
Acqaittance, or Condemnation of him for all his B:haviour, under the. pre- 
tenſe of this Commiſſion, may belong to Almighry God; bur, notwith- = 
ſtan ſiũg this, the Cenſure and Puniſhment, inſeparable trom Reſiſtance, may, 
iu me Caſes, remain to the Govetned Society, by virrue of that Right to 
Self- pre ſervation, which God Almighty doth by no means take away, when 
H- gives a Commiſſion to a Governour on purpoſe to preſerve, and defend 
them. | : | | | 3 | 
I did likewiſe, under the ſame head, argue from the Supreme Magiſtrate*s 
not acting with God's Authority properly ſo called, any farther chan He 
Acts azreeaily ro God's Commiſſion; and from his having no Supericricy in 
tavic inſt.nces, in which he Acts without, or againſt, his Commiſſion. This 
your Lordihip ſeems to allow, p. 15. but adds, that all that follows from 
heuce is that his Subjects are not bound to Otry him in thoſe inſtances ( which is 
whit, you ſay, yu have mirethan once granted in that Sermon ;”) but it doth 
not thersf1e flow that He thereby. ſo cegſeth to be a Magiſtrate, as that hence- 
Fr rd his Subjects are not bound to obey him in any thing. God forbid it ſhould ! 
am lure I never ſaid or thought . ching like it. Nay, I have gone far- 
ther than your Lordſhip doth in this place. For here you inter, that his 
Subjects are not oblig'd to obey him in thoſe inſtances, in which he is without 
3 properly ſo calld. Whereas, if they be ſuch inſtances as are of 
au ind ff rent nature, tho* not belonging to his office; if they be ſuch as 
aære piejudicial to Private Men only, nay, or to the intereſt of the Publick, fo 
it be not in a very great degree: In theſe inſtances, even 7, who am repre- 
ſented as an Enemy 20 Magiſtracy, preſs the continuance of Obedience, from 
the Conſider. tion of Publick Good, and the general uſefulneſs of the Gover- 
ning O fice, according to St. Paul's Argument. This ſame Publick Good in- 
deed, is the ſtrongeſt Argument againſt Submiſſion, when Univerſal Ruine 
is threatned. Bur all that I intended was to take away that reproach from 
Religion, of giving God's Authority to the Miſtakes, or Tyranny of Govern- 
aurs, and t) fix our active Obedience, as far as it is conſiſtent with the Pub- 
lick Good, upon its true foundation. Beſides, your Lordſhip having argued 
for an Unlimited Exemprion from Puniſhment by Reſiſtance, from Magi- 
ſtrates being Supreme by their Commiſſion ; nothirg could be more natural, 
TY ond | | Sgt "mg 


| | a | 
or more proper than to obſerve that this Argument could prove an exemption ' 
from that Reſiſtance in no inſtances but thoſe in which they had this Si pre- 
macy, and conlequently not a total, unlimited Exemption; that this Supre- 
macy vaniſneth, when tc becomes inconſiſtent with the Preſervation, aud 
Defence of the Governed Society, which hath chen a Right to that fort of 
Cenſure and Puniſnment which is implied in the Right ot Sclt- preſervation. 
Ot which, I ſee not that your Lordſhip hath taken any notice, but rather 
hach choſen to argue upon other Points, in which I am not at all con- 
cerned. | 2 | -_ | 

4. Another Objection which I brought againſt your Lordſhip's reaſoning 
was taken from St. Paul's calling the Inferiour, as well as Supreme Magiſtrate, 
the Miniſter of God. This your Lordſhip allows. From whence I argue, 
That the being the Miniſter of God, conſider'd by its ſelf, will no more 
prove the Supreme, than the Inferior, abſolutely exempr. And by what 
Argument is it that your Lordſhip will prove that St. Paul did not mean 
this co be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe of both, which he uſeth of both 


without the leaſt diſtinction? But you ſay that every one, except my 


ſelf, might have ſeen, you were ſpeaking of the Supreme Magiſtrate. I am 
ſure, I always fo underſtood you? Bur your Lordihip's Argument taking 


it's riſe from St. Paul's calling the Magiſtrate the Miniſter of God; waat 
more proper than to obſerve that, this expreſſion being us d of Subordi- 


nate a: well as Supreme, without any diſtinction, nothing can be interr'd 
meerly trom hence in favour of the Supreme, which may not likewiſe be 
interr'd in favour of the Subordinate. This is all I ever intended by this 
Obſervation, and not to repreſent St. Paul as .caxcepting the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate, and not ſo much as thinking of the Roman Emperour : Which yet any 
one would imagine I had done, who; reads the 27 P. of your Lad 


| Anſwer, What I have ſaid therefore, on this head, I now make bold to lay 


again, that, tho' Publick Good may furniſh us with many Arguments to prove 


a greater exemption in the Supreme, than in the Subordinate Magiſtrates: Yet 


St. Paul having ſpoken of all together in one breà h; the Aber or Eminent 
Powers; (the ſame with all in Authority, or Emune:ce, in another place) 
the Ordin.nce of God, the Miniſter of God, being ſaid ot the Loweſt Deg ee 
of M.giſtrates as well as of the Higheſt; no Unaccuntableneſs, no Submiſſion, 


no degree of Non-reſiſtance can be inferred meerly from che expreſſi. n: here 


uſed, w th reſpe to the Higheſt, which may not with equal force be infer- 
red from them, with reſpe& to the Lower and Sub:rdinate, Foi he is not 
here conſidering them under the notion ot Higbeſt, and Loweſt ; but as all 
together managing a moſt Godlike, and Beneficent Office in the Wald. 

5. Wich reſpect to what 1 urged in the fifth place, that the Right ot Self- 
Defence was the thing mainly contended tor by others, and not at all, under 


that expreſs notion, touched upon by your Lordſhip, I have already given 


a full and ſufficient Demonſtration, that, under the colour of ſuch words, as 
Unaccounrable, Exempt trum Cenſure, and Puniſhment, and the like, applied 
to Governours, your Lrdſhip meant efſectually to deveſt the Governed rim 
all Right to Real Self Defence. And I now obſerve that your Lcraſhip doth 


not here ſo much as attempt to ſhew that your Arguments, tho' deſigned tor 


that purpoſe, are of ſtrength enough co prove the Civil Magiſtrate exempt 


from ſuch Humane Cenſure, and Puniſhment as is inſeparable from this Right 


to Selt-Defence. From whence it appears both that my Fif:b reaſon was 
very much to che purpoſe; and that ir ſtill remains ia its full toree.. Thus 
much in vindication of what I before offered againſt your Lerdſi 's Arvu- 

| . | | men: 
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doubt of this Right. 


ment for the Unlimited Exemption of the Civil Magiſtrate, founded, as I 
thought, and as I ſtill think, upon his being the Miniſter of Co. 5 


Setmaly, 1 now beg leave to conſider again what I preſumed to offer 
againſt your Lordſhip's Judgment concerning the Original of C vil Government. 


1. My firſt Argument was to this effect, if a Man have ſuch Power over | | 


his own Life, as that He may lawfully contract, and by that contract be ob- 
liged, when the Publick God requires it, to give it up; then the Authority 
ct Civil Governours may come from this contract. I inſtanced in a Soldier, : 


who by his contract is oblig'd to venture, where he is ſure to loſe his Life, 


at his General's Command. Permit me here juſt ro obſerve that the word 
Venture, by the Power of Cuſtom, is not only uſed where there is an hazard 


and uncertainty, but alſo ſignifies ſimply to Dare, as may be ſeen in our Ditto. 
naries: Which is hardly worth the mentioning, bur rhat your Lordſhip 
thought it worth your Cenſure. But to the Argument your Lordſhip anſwers, 


that a Soldier is not ſure of Death in the Field of Battle. Nor did I fay, he was, 
bur in ſomeother Caſes he may: Which I am ſure may be well ſuppoſed, 


if they have not really in fact happened. Nay, in the very Field ot Battle, 


he is oblig d to perſiſt in his oppoſition to the Enemy, and nor to give back 
ſo as to endanger the victory, even at that time when he ſees, and feels 
Death to be inevitable; as inevitable as if an Execurtoner was to give the 


ſtroke. Nor doth your Loraſbip ſeem to me, in another place, much to 


that a Man, in ſome Caſes, mav run voluntarily upon inevitable Death, for 


the 10 01 of his Neighbours, c. Your Lordſhip grants this, but ſaith that 
this reſults, not from his having a power over his own Life, but from Gods 
having ſomewhere ſaid, antecedently to any Original Contract made at Horeb, 


tbat we ought to lay down our Lives for the Brethren. Now if your Lordſhip 
mean? that this reſults from an immediate Revelation made of his will in 


this particular, this was not made a part of Revelation, as I know of, till 
many Hundreds of 1 ears after God's raking upon himſelf the Government of 


the Fems at Horeb: viz. 1 John 3, 16. But if your Lordſhip means that 
this was a dictate of Reaſon and true Honour, which is the voice of God; 
C as I ſuppoſe, you muſt mean) this is all T contend for; that Men, by 
that Reaſon which God hath endowed them with, are taught that they have 
this Power over their own lives, delegated to them by their Supreme Lord, 
when He made them reaſonable and ſcciable Creatures. So that in Men, 


_ endowed with Reaſon by God their Maker, there is this Power, and it is a 
true judgment of their Reaſon, that they may lawfully make uſe of ii. Bur 


after having in other Words granted what 7 contended for, your Lordſhip 


ſaith that this doth not come up to the point, which was that the Magiſtrate 
hath a Power to put a Murtherer to Death, which the Murtherer at that time 


hach not over himſelf, But to this I anſwer, that tho* a Condemned Mur- 


' therer may not have this Power over his own Life, yet this very Man might 


have ſo much Power over it as to contract ar firft with the Magiſtrate, that 
when the Publick Good required it his Life ſhould be given up: Which 


alone is ſufficient to the Pouut I was upon, viz. Tharthe Authority of the 


Maziſtrate to take away the Lite of this Murtherer, when Publick Good 
ſhould require ir, might be tounded upon a Contract in which this very, 


Man bore a pirt. But your Lordſhip infers from hence that the Magiiraie 
hath me Power vr this Man's Life, than he himſelf bath, or would — 


in my imiginary Stare of N. ture: Which conſequently cannot come from this Man, 
p. 24 I obſerve, therefore, | | 7 | Oe 


For when J proſecute the ſame Argument by ſay ing 
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3, Thar, after 1 had declared that the point did riot depend upon Men's 
having Power over their own Lives, if ſo be they appear to have 01iginatly a 
Power, in ſome particular inſtances, over the lives of others; I argued in 
the next place, that tho' che Magiſirate may have more Power over Eis 
Murcherer's Life than he himfelt hath, or ever had; yer He hath nor more 


1 Power over it than the reſt of the Society have originally in themſelves. 
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For inſtances, Let Cain be the Murtherer : And this at a time when alt 
Mankind were within the compaſs of no very extenſive Neighbourko- d. I 
ſay, every one of theſe had fuch a Power over the Life of Cain, that, in 
cold Blood, whenever they mer him, they might uſe him as a Common Ene- 


my, as one who would upon à like occaſion Murther any of them, as he had 


his Brother Abel : And that whoever had ſo uſed him, (I ſpeak, without 
ſuppoſing Almighty God to have interpoſed ) would have been a Publick 
Benefactor. In which Sentence, that I may not ſeem to neglect your Hra- 
ſhip's Queſtions, I underſtand by a Common Enemy, one who not only hath 
been guilry of 4 Crime which nearly toucheth Humane Society; but one of 
whom they can have no ſecurity againſt the like to come; and likewiſe one, 
whoſe PuniſÞment is neceſſary for the common Safrery, and tor the terror of 
any like minded. And by a B-nefa&or J underſtand, not one who dot a thing 
Beneficial in the Event, but, one that doth a Beneficial thing by lan ful means, 
and in a lawful and warrantable manner. Such an one do I maintain that 
Perſon to be, who kills this Murtherer? And a Benefactor, in this ſame 
ſenſe, pardon me this one Inſtance of my Zeal, do I account our Late De- 


liver to have been, not to be Regiſter d, by me, in the liſt with Judas and 


Pilate, amongſt thoſe who do things Beneficial in the Event by unlawtul 
means; bur in that Noble J /f of ſuch as have ſacrificed all their T.mporal' 
Eaſe, and Quiet, to ſave whole Nations by Lywful means and in a lan ful and 


warrantable mannz#. Your Lordſhip will- eafily -ſee the Reſon why J here 


ſpeak this: And I wiſh 7 could hide it from every other Reader. Bur, now 


to return, your Lo#aſhip would ask this Man whom I call a blick Benefaclor 


ro ſhem bis Warrant for taking away the Life of this Murtherer, as, in the 
ke Caſe, the Magiftrate can do his, being declared in Scripture to be a Reverger 
70 Execute wrath, Ir your Lordſhip here means a Scripture-warrant, or à 
Warrant by exprefs Revelation, as one would think by theſe words, I anſwer 
that Thouſands of years had paſſed before this Scipture- warrant was penn'd ; 
that the Heathen Magiſtrates, in all parts of the World, had no ſuch War- 
rant to ſhew, neither have at this day; that during all that time, and ſince, 
in the unenlighren'd parts of the World, any Magiftrate might as well have 
been asked for his Warrant, For even ſuppoſing that he had, in your Lord- 
ſhip's ſenſe, a warrant from God; yet he could not know whither to have 


recourſe for it: And perhaps would have appealed only to the Power 


lodged in Him by the Community. It your Lordſhip means a warrant from 
the light of Reaſon, and the nature of the thing; as no other can be, in 
this Inſtance, expected; I think there is ſufficient Warrant, and ſufficient 
Evidence of it. Nor doth your Lordſhip attempt to ſay zny thing againſt this 
Argument, but that fome of his Neighbours may perhaps take him for as. 


great a Malefattor as the Murtherer himielt. To which I reply, that if 


they ſhould, they would ſhew themſelves Enemies to Mankind, and of a. 


very bad Spirit: And their Crime would be like the Crime of thoſe Men, 
who being without Revelation, and ignorant of Gad's expreis approbation 
of the Magifirate Offee made know it: it, ſheuld riſe up againſt che Magi- 
rates as a Maleſutror, for Having put to- Death a Mangnilty of Murter. * 7 
| | | D | hae 
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What I ſaid, under this Head, your TLordſbip avoids; becauſe, you ſay, 
found it upon a Right of SeIf-preſervation,which is not at all 10 the point 
you are diſcourſing of in your Sermon. With ſubmiſſion, my Lord, the 
Point you were arguing againſt, and which I was here treating of, was 


the Humane Original of Civil Government. And if it be implied in 


the Right of Selt-preſervation, that a Neighbourhood of Men, before 
a Magiſtrate is fixed amongft them, have ſuch a Right over a Com- 
pany of Robbers,as the Magiſtrate himſelf hath after He is fixed, which 


is the Inſtance | give, p. 20. then this ought to be conſidered, becauſe 


it is an Argument againſt what your Lordſhip expreſly, and in words, 
aſſerted. For ſuppotng that you might avoid what I {aid in the fir/7 
part of the Conſiderations, about Self- Defence, as a thing not touched uhan 
by vour Lordſhip; yet the Caſe is very different here, where you ex- 
preſly aſſert that there is not, originally, either in fingle Men, or in 
a Community of Men, that right to puniſh Evil-doers which is in the 


Magiſtrate. Againſt this I argue from this Inſtance of a Band of 


Deftroyers coming down upon a place where there is not a Civil Ma- 


piſtrate ſettled; the Inhabitants of which place have a Right to go 
out againſt theſe; to do what they can to kill them; or, if they take 
any of them, to put them to Death, even in cold blood, for a terror 


to the reſt; Which is all that a General, or Magiſtrate, can do, when 


He is eſtahliſned amongft them. This is not fixing any thing upon 
your Lordſhip which you have not ſpoken of; but arguing directly a- 
 gainft your Aſſertion: And therefore either the Force. of it is to be 
acknowledged, or the Weakneſs of it to be ſhewn. 
Another obſervation of your Lordſhip's againſt this Poſition, that 
the Power of the Magiſtrate comes from Men, is, that it is directly 


eontrary to what the Apoſtle affirms, viz. That there is no Power but of 


God. In anſwering to this, I did ſuppoſe that your Lordſhip here meant 


That it was contrary to the true meaning of theſe words, or to theſe 
words rightly underſtood, and not merely to the Words, without any 
determinate meaning affixed to them. But your Lordſhip ſeems to 
take it amiſs, and you ask, here have I interpreted thoſe words of the 
Apaſtle? To which give me leave to anſwer, that you could not af- 
narm the Poſition before mentioned to be contrary to the Apoſtle/s Af. 
firmation, without putting a Senſe upon the Words contrary to that 


Poſition; And this is Interpreting the words. As when a Roman Ca- 
#þolt.k laich that the Proteſtant Dottrine about the Sacrament is diretly 


contrary to What our Saviour affif ms, This is my Body; He puts an in- 
terpretation Or ſenſe upon theſe words, contrary to the Proteſtant Doctrine. 
And had I not under ſtood your Lordfhip thus, ſurely | might as well 
be taxed with little reſpect to You, to ſuppoſè that you only meant 
to obſerve, that that Poſition is Contrary to the ſound of St. Paul's words, 
which your Lordſhip muſt have meant, unle(s you put an Interpreta- 
tion upon them; but which ſignifies nothing to the Caule in hand. 
Net is your £»djnip here endeavouring, p. 28. to make the Reader be- 
licve that it was only the Words of St. Paul, without any Inter preta- 
tion, that you had your Eye to. For you ſay, I only barely te the 
words, 1 0-1y ſimply alfi that that Pojution ws diredliy contrary to them. 


And, after this, that the Hader May the beiter judge, you preſent the mai- 


ter iu ibis vie w. 
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Swe ar not at all. | 
Children obcy your Pa- Children obey not your Parents in all things. 
rents in all things. 7 | | 


| RE 

| Rome 13 1 Tube Poſitions 
There is no power but 0 The Sovereign Power of the Supreme Magi- 
God: the powers that be are | ſtrate is derived to Him from the aggregate 
ordainad of God. Body of the People, as by their rant, or Conceſſion: 
Now here one of theſe two things muſt be true; Either that your 
Lordſhip interprets theſe words ſo as that by Power, and Powers, ſhall 
be underftood Magiſtratical Authority z and hy being ordained of God 


ſhall be underſtood, coming by Commiſſion from Him, and not from 
Men who have no ſuch Authority to give; and then indeed the Po- 
tion, contradicts what you underftand to be afhrmed by St. Pau}: Or, 


that you allege the Word: only without any determinate ſenſe to theme 
If the former of theſe be true; then l am not to be blamed for ſup- 


poſing that your Lordſhip put a Senſe upon theſe words: And then the 


only point had been, not to have produced the words, but to hav:: 


: porn That to have been the only true Interpretation. For till that 
be done, any one who thinks the Perions of Governours to be here 


ſpoken of, as many Learned Men do; and will but interprec, 2rdiined 
of God, as highly with reſpe to them, as your Lordihip doch in your 


way; may ſhew the ſame contradittion between your Lord;hbip's Poſerion, 


and theſe Words, by repreſenting it after the ſame manner. 
Rom. 13. 1. Your Lordſhip's Poſition. 


There is no power but | Governours are not ordained of God, but are en- 


of God: the pomers tirely depending upon the Laws and Couſlituti ns 
that be are ordained of of ſeveral Countries, i. e. the Will of Men. 


God. 


If the Latter be true, that your Lordſhip meant only that in Sound 
theſe words contradict the forementioned Poſition; I anſwer that there is 


no ſuch thing as contradicting the Sound of Words, without any par⸗ 
_ ticular meaning put upon them; A Contradiction being nothing, but 
reſpect with to particular Poſitions, with ſuch and ſuch determinate 


meanings affixed to the words of them. If this be not ſo; ſome of the 
trueſt Poſitions in the World may be ſaid to contradict ſome Text of 
SCripture or other. For inſtance, The Poſition of Proteſtants is, I hat 
the Sacramental Bread is not the Body of Chriſt, as the Papiſts under- 


ſtand it: This, ſaith a Papiſt, is directly contrary to what our Cord affirms, - 


For this purpoſe Ee may only cite the words, and only ſimply affirm that 

it is ſo, and preſent the maiter in this view. | | * 
Matt! 26; 1 - Poſition. -. = 

This is my Body. This is not the Body of Coriſt, but Bread. 

And he may add your Lordſhip's words that follow here. F be 

Reader doth not fee a contradition between theſe two Aſſertions, ]can't help 


his Eyeſight, nor his Underſtanding. I make no gloſs at all upon the Text, F 
give no ſtudied aud elaborate Interpretation of it, That belongs to thoſe to 
do who would have tt thought that there is not à contradiction between that 
© Text and this Poſition. | | | 


The like Methods may be taken in the following Inſtances. 


Texts of Scripture. _—_—— = 
It is Lawful to Swear upon ſome occaſions, 


I ſay unto you, Refift not It is Lawful to reſi} evil, in ſome Caſes, 
vii. + D 2 | But 
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But now, if the Poſitions were alittle otherwiſe expreſſed, the Con- 


1 tradition would not appear to be. any real Contradiction. As for 

þ inſtance, © 50s 7 9 p | : > 4 L Ne.” ' | F 
bi EB. -- 23. Us Poſition. The , 
4 Matth, 26. 26. This is Bread; called the Body of Chriſt not in a 

4 1 This is n Body). | literal, but figurative ſenſe, © 

4 


So, with reſpect to the Poſition oppoſed by your Lordſhip. 
t | The Poſition. To | 
' There is no: Power | The Authority of Civil Governours came origi- 
but of God: The Pow- , nally from Agreement of Men: Said here io be r- 
ers that be are or- | dained of God, as it is agreeable to his Will that 
dained of God. | Civil Governours ſhould have this Authority. | 
For all the Contradictions between this Poſition, and St. Paul's Af- 
firmation is this, that they who maintain this Poſition underſtand St. 
Paul's words, being ordain'd of God, in a Senſe conſiſtent with that Po- 
ſition, and'a ſente juſtifiable by other places of Scripture. And He 
doth not really contradict a Text of Scripture, who allows it in that 
Senſe, which al-ne ſeems to Him conſiſtent with the nature of things; 
and which can be defended by the common uſage of words. But J 
have ſaid enough to this Point, and I fear too much. But in ſaying . 
thus much 1 have likewiſe given an account, that this expreſſion may | 
be uſed both of the Perſons and Authority of Governours; as your Lord- 
„ ſhip ſaith it muſt have reference to the Rohan Emperours: of their Per- 
"i ſions, witheut imploying in it either that God expreſly nominated 
48 them; or ſo much as always approved of the Methods in which they 
14 came to the Government; and of their Authority, without implying 
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1 that it did not come immediately from Mankind, whom God himſelf | 
4 made Reaſonable and Sociable Creatures. Which ſufficiently excu- | 
ſeth me from what your Lordſhip ſeems to expect of me, p. 30. be- 


cauſe I was never denied that the Ap ſtle did here affirm the Magi- 
ſtrate's Authority to be ordain/4 of God; but only defired the liberty | 
to underſtand that expreſſion after a manner different from your Senſe 
of it, and as juſtifiable by all Rules of Interpretation. And ſince 
your Lordſhip would not underftand this of the Perſons of thoſe in 
Poſſeſſion of Lower; any otherwife than as they come to that Poſſeſſion 
under th- inſpection of God's Providence ; I thought I might be allow- 
ed a like latitude in interpreting it with reſpect to the Authority, pro- 
Perly ſo called, of Perſons in Power. I only add, that J am ſtill of the 
lame Mind, that if the Authority of the firſt Roman Fmperours; of 
Him, for inftance, under whom our Saviour was born; or of Him, un- 
der whom he suffered; or of Him under whom St. Paul wrote this, 
muſt be underſtood to be conyeyed immediately from God, in the 
higheft Senſes; then I ſee not but that mere Face may convey a Right, 
and demand a Divine Commiſhon properly lo called. For what Yre- 
f-ription, which the Republick had ſo long its ſide; or what Autho- 
ritative Legal Act of the whole Conftitution, the firſt Emperours had 
on their tide, Twhich your Lordſhip faith ought to be looked as the 
beſt Titles; ) it will be hard to determiue ; Or'indeed what better Ti- 


. 


tie than that of Mere Poſfeſhon. * . . 
194 I can think of nothing alleged by your Lordſhip in Relation to the 
TM Divixe Commiſſien & Priuces which J kaye not confidered, unleſs it be 
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your profeſſir g to argue from that exprefſion, Prov. 8. 15. Ey me Kings 
Aezgn, the very next words: to which are theſe, And Princes decree Juſtice- 
Now, I. Solomon is not here ſpeaking of God, but of Wiſdom, called Un- 


deritanding, v. 14. of Wiſzom poſſeſſed by God, v. 22. and by which he acts. 


Nor can this be poſſibly underſtocd ot any Hut Wiſe Kings, becauſe no others 
Reign by Wiſacm ;- or of any bur ſuch as decree Juſtice, as rhe yery. words of 
the ſame verſe limit it. 2. Suppoſing this ſpoken of God; your Loraſkip can- 


not think that this expreſſion neceilarily implies in it a Dune Commiſſion, in 
the ſenſe now debated, given to all Kings ; becauſe yoy have obſerved your 


ſelf; Sermon, P. 5, that by-tuch expreſſions in Scripture, as God purteth down 
one, and ſetteth up another; He giveth the King dom to when he pleaſeth ; He 
gave the Land Judea into the Hands of Nebuehaduezer, nothing more is 
often meant, than that He permitted rhefe things to come to pals : And 
becauſe every one, who reads the Scripture, knows thut whap comes to pals 


under his inſpection, is often there jpc ken of as His doing, even when it 


cannot be fo much as, in the leaſt degree, approved of by him. 3. It your 


Loraſhip will nor interpret this expreſſion ci Gs nominating the very Per- 
ſons; why muſt ic be meant of his immediate Commiſſion to lawtul Poſjeſſors 2 
The Phraſe is as ſtrong tor the firf?. It excludes no TH Neither will 


it any more follow frem this expreſſion, which alone we are now conſider- 
ing, that God interpoſeth in giving a Commiſion to any King in our Days; 
than char he immediately inte rpoſeth in nominating him for King. 

Tour Lordſhips third Argument was founded upon this, that there was not 


a Number of Men before the Institution of Civil Government, which nuinber of 


Men had the Power of the Magiſtrate, &c. My firſt Reply to this, was not 
Carping at an expreſſion, which I have ever avoided, but an Argument drawn 


| trom what your Lordſhip had maintained before, which ſcem' d to me incon- 


liſtent with the allowance you made here, Sermon, Page 11. where you ſay, 
Tins indeed might poſſibly have been iTue in Caſe this multitude had jprung out of 


the Earth, or been created all at once, &c. Nowif any one d<fires to be faris- 


lied what your Lordſhip there meant, that This ſhould refer to, theſe two 


_ Oblervations are enough, 1. Thar rhe words immediately preceding this 
_ allowance are theſe, Which whole multitude bad then by Natural Right, the ſame © 


P wer over ſingld men, which is now exerciſed by the Magiflrate. Then follows, 


This indeed might poſſibly be true, &c, which no one 1 believe could help 
Interpreting of this, That this multitude might have a Magiflratical Authority 
in them. 2. That had your Lryſhip had an Fye only to this, viz. That 


there was a number of men before the Inſtitution of Civil Government; you 
could not have choſen this expreſſion. For Suppoſing that multitude created 


all at once, it not only might p{ſibly, but mult certainly be true, that there was 
a Number of men betore the Inſtitution of Civil Government: From whence 

it is plain that your Lordſhip's conceſſion had an Eye to the other Point im- 
mediately preceding it. So that my Argument drawn from this Conceſſion 
naturaly offered it ſelf, and ſtill ſtands good: It being impoſſible to ſup- 
Poſe but that your Lordſbip would at firſt have aid fo, had you deſign'd ic 

for a Conceſſion, meerly for diſputation ſake, and not for a real allow- 


- ANCE. | 


My Second Reply was taken from your Lordſhir's diſtinguiſhing between the 


Natural, and Political Capacity of mankind. The force of the reply is ner 


denied by your Lordſhip any otherwiſe than by ſaying that # miſtook your 
Sente, and by maintaining, that tho' there be ground for the diſtinction, as 
the World goes now, j er at firſt the Paternal Guyernmeng, at leaſt of Am 
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(20) 
and Noah, implied in it a Civil Government over all their Deſcendents. That 


your Lordſhip may be of this mind, I do nor deny: But that you ſpake in 
your firſt Acceſſion Sermon of a Natural Right to Civil Government in fo 


extenſive a manner as to oblige your Readers to think otherwiſe, is I think 
very plain from what I have before ſaid. And that, in this very paſſage of 


rhe laſt Sermon, about which we now are ſpeaking, you could not be under- 


ſtood by any to make the Natural and Political Capacity, even of Adam's 


Children, the ſame, is evident from hence, that you are ſpeaking of every 


man ſince the Firſt, i. e. of bis Children, as well as thoſe of this generation; 


and do affirm of them, that in their natural Capacity they were born Subject 


to their Parents, and in their Political Capacity to the King. The uſing the 
word, and, here, and not or; joined wich your Lordſhip's. unlimited de- 


claration againſt Natural Right to Civil Government, will juſtify me in fixing 
this upon you. Bur to be ſure, now your Lordſhip hath ſo plainly declared 
your ſelf in this Anſwer, for Adam, and Noah's Civil Authority, And in your 
Sermon for the Paternal Title of che Firſt Kings to Civil Government, which 
muſt take in more than Adam, and Neah , I ſhall not any more charge you 


with ſuch a diſtinction in ſo unlimited a manner. And your Lordſhip 
having enter'd, as I think, into a new Scheme; and a Scheme, I believe, 


unknown in former Ages; I ſhall not now trouble you with my endeavours 


to confute it: But beg leave here to promiſe, fince your Lordſhip hach 


given credit at leaſt to ſome branch or branches of the Patriarchal Scheme, 
that a Diſtin Examination of every Branch of that Scheme, as it hath been 


mended, and laboured, by the lateſt, and ableſt Hand that ever yet managed 


it, which hath lain by me for ſome time, ſhall be Publiſhed in a Second Part 


of the Mesſures of Submiſſtm, which will ſoon follow rheſe Papers; and in 
which the Original of Civil Authority ſhall be largely diſcuſſed. At preſent, 


fince your Lordſhip here ſanh, chat if Moſes's Hiſtory of the Creation be true, 
the Magiſtrate*s Power is ſuch as the People never could have, Page 32. and that 
you verily believe the firſt Man had as much the Power, (i. e. in this Queſtion, the 
Authority) of 4 Civil Governour, as any King hath now, p. 33. T only beg leave 
to ask, How this appears? And 7 find, that your Lordſhip, p. 33. Acknow- 
ledges that it is not ſo eaſy to prove this in the Antediluvian State, becauſe of 
the ſnortneſs of che Hiſtory. But, with reſpe& to the Times after the Flood 
your Lordſhip thinks it evident that hat Command, Whoſo ſh ddeth man's 
Blood, by man ſhall his Blood be ſhed, either inſtituted a Civil Government, 


or ſuppoſed it already ſettled : For who but the Civil Magiſtrate could Fudicial- 
| by put to Death a Murtherer? And who could be then that Civil Governour but 


Noah? But, with Submiflion, iy Lord, It this Command inſtituted Civil 
Government, as you allow us to think it might; then Noah was nor Civil go- 


vernour before this, neither in the Ark, nor after the Flood; then his being 
| a Magiſtrate did not depend upon his being the Common Father, but upon 
God's poſitive declaration; and then it is eaſie to anſwer your Lordſhip's laſt 


Queſtion, by ſaying that any one might have been that Civil Governour as 


well as Nah, by the appointment of God, who hath the abſolute diſpoſal of 

this Right ro Government. But if your Lordſhip will relinquiſh this, and ſay, 
that this Command ſuppoſeth a Civil Government already fixed in Noah, 1 
beg of you to conſider whether this be not ſuppoſing the very thing in de- 


bare: Fecauſe there is nothing in theſe words that neceſſarily infers a 


Judicial procedure againſt a Murtherer, after the Cuſtom of ſuch Courts of 
Judicature as long experience ſeems to have brought into uſe; and nothing 


but what way be interpreted as an allowance to all Men to attaque, and ufc 
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a Murtherer as a publick Enemy. And if this may be the meaning of 
them, then it muſt be proved, that there were Judicial Proceeiing- againſt 


MalefaFors, at that time, in ule, from other Paſſages, and not from this, 


which doth by no means neceſſarily imply any ſuch thing. And I cannot 
but think, if. Almighty God had reſpect in this paſſage to Noab. as a Civil 
Magiſirate already lettled, that it would have been expreſſed ſo, as to have 
named him, as the only Avenger of Blood and fo likewiſe, if Mode n Ac- 
counts of Magiflracy be true, as to have exempted him from all Cenſure 
and Puniſhment from the reſt of Mankind. Neither of which is done in 
theſe Words. Whoſo ſheddeth Man's Blood, is as unlimited an Exprefhon 


as poſſible, and as little in favour of Noab, as of any of his Sons: Spoken to 


all in common, Gen. 9. 6. And in the Threatning, By Man ſh.4l bis Blood 
be ſhed. the word Man may fignitie any Man, of what degree foever, as well 


as the word Man in the former part of the Sentence, whoſy ſheddeth Man's 


Blood. Which is enough to ſhew, that whit your Lordſhip hath alledged 
in favour, even of Adam and Noah, is not ſufficient to prove. that their 


Pate nal Goverim-ne implied in it a” ivil Government over their Deſ-endentrs; 


much leſs, to prove that this was of any importance to the Civil Gevern- 
mens of any Nation in the World, even the next minute after their 


D 8 1 
I bare bur one thing now to add, which 1 confeſs I cannot perſwade my 


ſelf to omit, it ſeems to be of ſo great importance to this Nation in its 
preſent Circumſtances, vig. That, if Paternal Right were by God's ap- 


. Pointment, the foundation of Civil Authority; then, either God's ap- 


pointment is of little Obligation, or it is impoſſible that any Preſcription, 


or any Humane Conſtitution, can give to a Woman a Right to Civil Goe, 


vernment. For tho', after the innumerable Changes that have been made 
in the Governments of all Nations, it cannot appear which Man hath the 
ancient Natural Right to the Civil Government of a Nation; yet this 
muſt appear, that it is impoſſible a Woman ſhould have it: Non aprarere 


may be, in effect, the ſame with non efſe in ſame Cales. But whar ſhall 


we ſay to the Cale of a Queen, of whom, upon the foregoing vrinciples, 
I ſuſpe&, it may be athrmed, not only that her Original Right to Go- 
vernment doth not appear; but that ir app=ars plainly, She can have none? 
I fear this will reduce the Title of any Queen to nothing better than Uſur- 
pation; And this Conſideration hath made me, on other Occaſions, appear 
againſt ſuch a Scheme, and think it worth while to examine it. 

3. My third Reply was taken from hence, That your Lordſh'p had not 


urged any thing to prove, that every Man, ſince the firſt, was born a Sub- 


ject, in a Political Senſe, which was the Point to be proved. This was 
the Medium which your Lordſhip voluntarily ckoſe, in order to prove the 


falſnood of a certain Poſition mentioned before. And therefore, I hops 
it could be no Crime in me, to call for ſome Proof of this, upon which the 


Argument reſted, eſpecially fince it was not a Point impoſed by me; but 
an Affirmative of your Lorcſhip's: And on the Side of an Affirmative, 
vou contend, that Demonſtration may moſt juſtly be expected. Whether 
your Lordſhip } ath, under the preceding Head, advanced ſuffi: ient Proof 


ef ths, the Reader will judge, by comparing it with what 1 have juſt now 


xcPlicd. 5 | 
4. My Fourth Reply was taken from your Lordſhip's Conceſſion, that 
there is no ſuch thing as Natural Right ro Civil Government: Which-I 
thought the beſt way of arguing. | could hay? cuoleu. Your Lorothip de- 
| | | _ 
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nies; that you meant the Conceſſion, as I underſtood it; and hath now 
revoked it, it ever it were meant ſo. Whether | had reaſon to under- 
ſtand it as | did, hath appeared from what I have already ſaid to this, un- 
der the Second Gzneral Head: But the main Cauſe depends not upon my 
having miſtaken, or not miſtaken, this Matter. . 
5. My Fifth Reply was only deſign'd to ſh:w the Poſſibility of laying 
the foundation of Civi] Gevernment in Voluntary Compact, and Con- 
ſent, by inſtancing in ſome Companies, or Clans of Men without any E- 
ſtabliſned Civii Government amongſt them: Which Eftabliſhment thete- 
fore, cannot, I ſay, be founded rightfully upon any thing, but their Con- 
ſent. In anſwer to this, your Lordſhip is pleaſed to name another way 
of rightfully ſettling it, and that is, the immediate interpoſition of Al- 
mig|':ty God, p. 41. But I belie 7e no one could poſſibly underſtand me o- 
therwiſe, than a: ſpeaking of the ordinary courſe of things, under the 
guidance of the o:dinary Providence of God. If I ſhould ſay, that the 
only rightful way of recovering the poſſeſſion of an Eſt ite, is to make ap- 
pzar the beſt legal Right to it; would any one deny this, becauſe there is 
another way, viz. by the miraculous interpoſition of God Alm'ghty in. 
his behalf? Your Lordſhip ſaith, there is no other rightful Titie to Go- 
vernment, but a legal one. Would it become me, in anſwer to this, to. 
bope that your Lordſhip will allow, that if God Almighty fhould immedi- 
ately appoint a Perſon to Govern, this would be a rightful Title? 
But your Lordſhip not only aledgeth this, hut offers ſeveral other Dif- 
ficul:ics upon this He2d of Conſent, all which will, I think, be anſwered, 
by putting the Caſe, in very few words, as it ought to be; And all which 
ſhall, in due time, be confidered more at length, as J have already proz 
miled. Let us at preſent therefore, only ſuppoſe ſeveral Families of Men, 
Womer, and Children, flying from 1yranny and Miſery, to have been. 
caft by the Providence of God, upon an unpoſſeſs d part of a Continent z 
the other parts of which we will ſuppoſe full of Inhabitants. Theſe Per- 
ſons may find Enemies, even emongft themſelves, to their Common uiet) | 
as well as many Acts of Violence, and Rpine, threatned from che inhx- 
bitants of the other Parts: Here, in the firſt place, it is plain, that all 
who C.n do it, have Authority to defend themlelves, and their Brethren, . 
againft theſe Enemies of both ſorts 3 and are obliged, in reaſon to do it, 
as oppotiuniry offers; and might frequently have Aſſemblies for this pur- 
pole, fo which as many, as pleaſed, might come. But let us ſuppoſe, that, 
thinking it more convenient to entruſt this matter of Self-D-fence, and 
their Common Intereft, with ſome particular Perſons, whoſe Butineſs, ina 
peculior manner, it ſhould be to adviſe amongſt themſelves, and to iſſue 
out Orders, and Commands, for the publick good; any part of thole pre- 
ſent in cone of thee aſſembles, ſhould reſolve upon a particular Perſon, 
cr Perſons, to inveſt with this Office : Here it is plain, that nothing is 
neceſſary for the ſertling of Civil Government amongſt them, bur this 
Content, by which they give an Authority which they had before in them- 
ſelves: And it is the Dictate of Realon, which is the Voice of God, 
that they ſhould do thus. A Civ! Society, with ſettled Governors, 
would by this means he formed: Which Governours would have a Right 
to defenu this Society againſt all Enemtes; whether Men, Women, and. 
Childrens whecher ſuch as were of the ame Body before, or ſuch as were 
older inhabitants of other -pirts of the. ſame: Land. If others of them. 
who diffent trom cuts, thinking other Methods better, depart, and Ste: 
| | ö | another 


another Society, under a different form of Civil Government; here will 
be another Government (ſettled by Conſent ; And this will have the fame 
right likewiſe to defend it ſelf from all ſorts of Enemies. If the Wives 
of any, diſlike theſe Proceedings; yet, the Matrimonial Contract is au Oh- 
ligation upon them, not to be Enemies to that Sueiety, in Which their 


Husbands have fixed themſelves : But if they be ſo, the Society is to be 
defended from them, as from other Enemies. If anv of their Chi dren, 
upon coming to the uſe of their own Reaſon. diſſent; this doth not 


prove that the Government was not rightfully ſettled amongſt them who 
did conſent to it. Theſe Children, muſt either remove; or, if they live 
' within the reach of it, muſt ſubmit at leaft to what they cannot apprve 
of: Otherwiſe. the Society hath a Right to be defended againſt tem, as 
Publick Enemies. Hence it is plain, that tho' the Conſent of ſome doth 


necellari:y conclfide thole who diſſent; yet it ſettles a Civil Governmenc 
 amonegft thoſe who conſent 3 and gives the Civil Governours ſuch an Au- 


thority over thoſe who diſſent f.om it, as that he may Rightfally make 


Laws, and execute them, againit all Perſors, of al} Ag-s, Sexes, and 
Conditions, who endanger the Safety of this Community: Which, 1 hope, 


is a ſvtficient an{wer to what your Lordſhip urgeth, p. 39. But T may 
well be excuſed from naming the preciſe time when Conſeut forn/d the ve- 
ry firſt Civil Government, and the Perſon to whom the Tnveation was 
owing, as your Lordſhip ſeems to expect, p. 33. Since you are ple aſed 
your ſelf to own, witn reſpect to your own Scheme, that the moſt ancient 
and ſacred Hillory is ſo ſhort, as to give not the leaſt account ot any Act 
of the Regal Government of Adam, or his Heirs, for that long ſpac# bf 


time before the Flood: And ſince ] can go fo far as out of that ſhort Hiftor? 


to give an Inſtance which makes it very probable, that there was a ſpacæ of 
time at firſt, without an Eſtabliſned Civil Government, viz. That of Can, 
who, upon occaſion of his Murthering Abel, did not expreſs d fear of be- 
ing taken, and judicially Tryed and Condemned by Adam; but of be- 
ing killed by any of Mankind, who ſhould meet him; which is not the 
fear of a Murtherer under any ſettled Civil Government. Yet, if your 


| Lordſhip will the beſt Hiſtorians, and the wiſeſt Heads among the Hea- - 


thens, they will tell you the very Men to whom ſome particular Neigh» 
bourhoods , by conſent, ſubjeQed themſelves, which before had no ſettled 
form of Civil Government: As ſhall be more fully diſcourſed on another 
occaſion. . | : 


My Sixth Reply was this, That ſuppoſing your Lorcſhip ſhould be 2s : 


ble to prove the Authority of Governours te come from God, in the 
higheſt Senſe poſſible; I could not fee the great advantage of this to the 
Cauſe you defend; tbat is, as I there explain it, the Governed may, 


notwithſtanding, this, have a right to ſave themſelves fr m being ruined 


even by their Governours and may have as immediate: Commiſhou from 
God for Self-Preiervation, and Self- Defence. That the concrary to this 


is what your Lordſhip maintained under the Covert ot other Words, is 
what I have plainly proved; that this Point of the Divize Authority of G 
vernours, was laboured by your Lordſhip, in order to ftrengthen what you 
had before ſaid of the Excmpiion of Governonrs ; and to introduce; 4 
mongſt the reſt, the Inference about Unlimited Non-reſiſtance, will be plain 
to any one who will be at the pains to look inte the Sermon, The Cauſe: - 
therefore, which your Lordſhip — was not miftaken by me: At 


teaft, that the moſt unlimited * iſtence of Subjects is one of the 
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Cauſes deſended by vou, your Lordſhip doth not deny. And therefore 


this Reply ſtands good, having nothing alledged againſt it, but that 1 
have miſrepreſented your Senſe, as to the Extent of the Authority of 
the Magiſtrate; of which 1 have given a full account already. | 

To what follows, p. 47. I have ſufficiently anſwered already. Your 


Lordſhip confined all your Argument, as you ſometimes your ſelf contend, 


to the Emperour, or Supreme Magiftrate. You do here acknowledge, 
that Deputed Magiſtrates were likewiſe ſpoken of by St. Paul. From 
| whence I have argued, that nothing can be inferred, merely from St. 
Paul's Words, with reſpe@ to the Supreme, which may not likewiſe be 


 Inferred, concerning the Subordinate. | x | | 
The only thing remaining, that comes under this Third General Head 


of my preſent Deſign, is your Lordſhip's Reply to the Queſtion 1 asked, 1 
Conlider p. 40. In what are Magiſtrates th Minifter: of God, confidered as 


. Eaceding tve bounds of their Commifſion £ To which your Lordſhip replies, 
p. 49. That I ſhould fi: t have.aniwered a few Queſtions, which the latter 
Pert of the ſame Sentence that gave occaſion to my Que ſtion, did, by im- 
plitinion, put to any Perſon that ſhould 'e in the mind to tale Exceptions, &c. 


From whence I beg leave to argue, in my own behalf, tha! if it would 


have been no Crime, in me here to have charged your Lordſhip with ask- 
ing Queſtions, by Implication, it cannot be a Crime in me, in other pla- 
ces, th have charged vou with Poſitions, ti:o' only by Implication, and 


not in expreſs Word:, affirmed. But. as to the Queſtions here propoſed; 


to the Firſt I have anſwered at full length, in the 2d. Chap. of the Meaſures 
olf Sutmijjon ; as likewiſe to the Third; having there laid down, and 
vind:cated my Interpretation of Rem. 13. 1, 2, Cc from whence any 
Reader may ſee, that, as J cannot make Trann, the Miniſtry of God, ſo 1 
never th ught of confining. St. Paul's Precepts to any particular rime, but 
have pleaded fr the extent of them, rightly under ſtood, tu all Ages of 


the Guſpel. And tor the Second, about the Laws of the Empire, I think 


it evident from St. Paul himſelf, that, as yet, Cbriſtians, equally with all 
other Men, were protected by them in their Privileges and Properties. 
And, upon the contrary Suppoſition, I have given a Reply to this Diffi- 
culty, in the Mcaſures of Submiſſion, p. 141. I ſhall not therefore now 
trouble your Lordſhip unneceſſarily upon theſe Heads, becauſe 1 find no- 
thing alledged here againſt what I formerly advanced; and hecauſe I have 
advauced ; and becauſe I have a new occaſion given me, by a very Ingeni- 


ous and Celebrated Author, particularly, to conſider theſe Difficulties, - 


To return therefore, | . | | 
IT be Queftion propoſed by me was this, In what is it that the Magiſtrate, 
whilſt he is trauſgreſſing kis Commiſſion, is the Miniſter of Ged. or hath 


the Authority of God? Your Lordſhip anſwers, p. 50. That, tho' as bad 


Magiſtrates they Tranſpreſs God's Rules, yer rs Magiſtrates, or Governours, 
they are ſtill 1h: Minifiers of God. The meaning of which, as it is in An- 
ſwer to this Queſtion, muſt be this; that, as bad Magiſtrates, they are 
without all Commiſſion from God; but as Magiftrates, as Officers truly de- 


ſerving that Name, they have his Commiſhon ; That is, in other words, 


that, in whatſoever they do againſt the Ends of their Office, they are 


without Authority; but in whatſoever they do agreeably to the Office of | 


Magiſtrates, they are his Miniſters. Which is che very thing for which 
Jam contending. The ſimile by which your Lordſkip endeavours to ex- 


Plain it, is this, Fuft as a Prieft is ibe Ectlepaſtical Miniſter of God, and 
| | | altual 
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actually, the Miniſter of Teſus Chriſt, even at the very time that he exceed 


the hounds of bis Chmmiſſin, and is preaching ccmrrary 10 bis Goſpe. = 


which 1 humbly reply, that, this Man, in the doing this, whoever he be, 
is the Miniſter, not of F-ſus Ciriſt, but of the great Enemy of Mar kind. 
His being the Minifter of 7eſ#s Chriſt, in the Preaching his Will, or B p- 
tizing Believers, or Propagat ing his Faith, cannot make him the Mimfter 
of Chriſt, even whilft he is Preaching, againſt Chrift, diſhonour:ng his 


Goſpel, and arguing Mea into Infidelity. And therefore, I cannot but 


wiſh your Lo:dſhip had worded this after another manner. For, it your 
Lordſhip only means, that even whilſt he is Preaching againſt Chrift, he 
hath Authority to Preach fur him; that whilſt he is ſhewing oimlelf the 
Miniſter of an Evil Spirit, be is by his Office oblig/d to be the Miniſter 


of Chriſt; this may be true, but is nothing againft what J have alledged. 


For in this Caſe, 1 likewiſe think theſe two things very evident. x. That 
the People are ft:ifly obliged not to obey him in any thing which they 
know to be contrary. to Chriit's. Law, even thy/ he Preach it under the 


pretext of bis having Authority to Preach the contrary. And 2. That, 


ſuppoſing the continuance of his Prieſtly Authority, in an;. Points, becomes 
inconſiſtent with the Intereſt, and preſervation of Chriſt's Church, he is 
from that inſtant devefied of all Authority; I ſay, ſuppoting it certain, 


that he can nat retain his Authority which was once given him, without 
the ruin of the Church. This C-iſe, cannot, as | know of, happen. 


But I put it thus, to make it parallel with t e Caſe of Civi! Authority, of 


of which I fail thefe two things. I. Thar a Prince cannot have God's 


Authority, in any one ſingle Infiance, to act againſt the end of his Of- 


I fice: Tho' whilft he is doing t, it may be true, that he math Sommiſſion 
and Authority, to do the contrary. 2. That hen his having Power be- 


comes inconſiſtent with the preſervation of the Communicy. and good of 
the People, it cannot be God“ Wil that he ſhould be kept in Poſſeſſion 
of Power; or that hi Commiſſion to do the Office of a Magiſtrate to 4 
Nation, ſhould continue wn ie cannot do that in any reſpeſt, without 


ruining it by ſome other parts of his Conduct. Bur, as 1 have obſerv'd 


already, ſo I muſt oblerve again, that I never ſaid, or thought, that à 
Man's Right to Govern, or Authority to exerciſe the Office of a Magt- 


ſtrate, whas wholly vacated by any ſingle Inſtance of Miſmanagement 3 . 


or any thing like it, as your Lordih.p repreſents me, p. 49. But this 


now ſay, with Relation to the Inſtance of a Mayor of a Corporation, 


there again urged by your Lordihip ; that ſnould this Mayor, under the 
prerext cf his Commiſſion, break into the ouſes of the Er e-α⁰,ꝝ , aud 


_ attack their Lives, I cannot but think that the Law of the Land, as yen 
as of Reaſon, would juſtifie them in uſing Him as a Common Robber; 


and if the Conſequence of that ſhould be, that his Commiſſion ſhoub1 be 


at an End, with his Life, would then acquit them of the Guilt of Mur. 


ther. But the only way, in which 1 apply all this to the Supreme Civil 
Magiſtrate, is this, That his Commiſſion gives him a's1ght to Rule = 
an 


| longer than his having Power is conſiſtent with the Preſervation 


Safety of the whole Community: But ceaſes to give Right, when his Go- 
yernment is to the ruine of the whole. | 
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Io what your Lordſhip cites out ofa Modern Author, pag. 51. 
I only anſwer, That the Whole Duty of Man, is, and ever will 


be an excellent Book: but that I know of no way more likely to 
leſſen its Credit in the World, than to quote it as if it were the 
work of an inſpired,infatlible Judgment; free from all Error, in 


every particular, Ihe Example of David, there alleged, I have 


long ago ſhewn to be the example of a Subject, defending himſelf by 


Arms againit his Sovereign, the Lord's Anointed in a proper ſenſe 
of the Words: But no notice is taken of this. 
Scripture there cited have been already largely diſcuſſed : Nor 
is there any proof offered there, that theſe Texts do lay 


whole Nations of Subjects at once, under the neceſſity of ſub- 


mitting to Kuine. 


I have thus, my Lord, preſumed once again to conſider every 


one of thoſe paints, urged in the Confiderations, about which 
there ſtill ſeemed to remain any diſpute between us: And, I 
humbly hope, have ſet them in. a juſt light, 
And now it fit for me to take ſome notice of what your Lord- 
ſip hath added, in this Anſwer, againſt my Doctrine, to what 
was before advanced in your Sermons. For tho“ your Lordſhip 
hach often profeſſed that you would not touch upon the matter of 
Self Defence, or the late Revolution, yet it cannot be diſſembled 


that your Loraſpip hath, in reality, touched upon them, and upon 


mus for defending them, after a very remarkable, and very ſevere 


man er. | 5 
1. It is more than once inſinuated that the Doctrine maintain- 


ed by me cannot be reconciled with St. Paul; or with my 


ſubſcribing to the Honulies; or, as your Lordſhip ſeæms to in- 


tend in ſome of the laſt Pages of your Anſwer, with the general 


Declarations of Scripture concerning the Submiſſon of Children, 
and of Slaves; or with the Liturgy of our Church, to whic 


1 have given Alſent, and Conſent, For the three firſt of theſe; 
1 have largely contidered them, in the Meaſures of Submilſion, 
to which I may juſtly refer the Reader, becauſe your Lord. 


foip hath not attcmpted to invalidate thoſe Arguments, by 
which I think I have fully preved the contrary : And an 
ingenious Author, by urging theſe Objectione again, in a very 


particular manner, hath laid a neceſſity upon me of conſider- 
mg them once more. As to the laſt, the Contradicting the 


coo 3 the Particulars mentioned by your Lordſhip are theſe, 
viz, Whoſe Miniſter ſhe is, - whoſe Authority ſhe hath, and the 
only Ruler of Princes, which you call tubborn Expreſſions, 
&c. Page 40. and give unkind intimations, as if I could not 
heartily Afent to them. To this therefore, I anſwer, 

I. That there is no Perſon living who can more heertily ſay 


that Her Majeſty is the Aſiniter of God, becanſe there is 
v one te whoſe whole Scheme of Principles it is more _ 


he Text of 


PEN ( 
able ſincerity to believe, that this may be juſtly affirmed of 
ſo excellent a Princeſs, who recommend Virtue by her Ex- 
ample ; puts in execution wholſom Laws againit Vice, ſup— 
ports the Canſe of Liberty, and the Proteſtaunt Religion with zeal 
and perſeverance ; and anſwers ſo truely to St. Paul's Cha- 
rater, the Minifter of God to us for geo. And how the con- 
trary can be intimated of me, who have been all along con- 
tending that this Character, in St. Paul, belongs ro Hagi- 
ftrates anſwering the Ende of their Oſire, and img on an 
uſeful Work in the World, wirhout : ianating af the lame time 
ſomething which, I'dare ſay, is wholly contrary to your Loraſhip's 
thoughts, I leave to others. 1 A 
2. Whoſe Authority ſhe hath is an Expreſſion ſo far from 
being a ſeeming contradiction to my Principles, that it is pe- 
culiarly agreeable to them. I am ſorry, your Lordſhip hath 
given me tus Occaſion- But Se Detence makes it juſtifiable 
for me to ſay that, tho' I make nor che leaſt doubt of your 
Lordſhip's ſincere Love, and licarty Zeal for Her Majeſty, and 
her Govern nent, yet, you cannot be led by your Principles, ſa 
_ heartily to affirm that Her Majeſty hath God's Authority, as 
I am ready to affirm it every day of my Life, For, main- 
taining the Lawfulneſs and Honourabjenels of the firſt ſteps of _ 
the Revolution; and heartily believing that the Nations chuſing 
Repreſentatives, and theſe Repreſentatives, together with the 
Lords, voluntarily conſenting to make King William, and 
Queen Mary their Civil Governours, was approved: by God 
that, upon that Conſent, it was the Will of God Almighty 
that they ſhould have Right to Rule; and that all the Acts, 
for the ſecurity of the Nation, paſſed by Them, and that Par- 
liament, ſhould not only be valid at preſent, with reſpe& to 
the Subject, but Autboritative in themſelves: Holding all 
this, I ſay, I can heartily believe and declare that Her Aa- 
jefty hath God's Authority; hath a Q%:g'"r to Rule moſt agree- 
able to God's Will; contirm'd, and eſtabliſhed by his moſt 
certain approbation, which cannot be wanting, according to 
my Principles, in ſuch a Cate as this. Whereas, as I have 
ſhewn alteady, your Lorajv:p condemning all the. firſt ſteps 
which led to this Settlement, and allowing of no Right in Subjects 
to depart, in any Caſe, from the Ordinary Settled Methods, 
cannot, as I conceive, ſo readily give the Divine Approbation 
to the Settlement it ſelf; or, co the Government of any, whoſe 
Title, and Poſſefion, are founded originally, in that Reſiſance, 
which you condemn. as down right Rebellion. I hope your 
Lordſpip hath not ſo miſtaken me as to think that I have plead- 
ed abſolutely againſt giving a Divine Authority to Princes. 
For I have only pleaded againſt it, (as the Judicious Hooker, 
in effect, did long ago,) in a Senſe inconſiſtent with Humane 
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Principles are ſuch, as unavoidably lead me to declare, and 


maintain, ſuch a Governour as our Queen, brought to the 
Throne by ſo Honourable Methods, and exerciſing her Power 
after ſo Excellent and Beneficial a manner, to be Cloathed 
with God's Authority; to have her Right confirmed by his 


Will; to be his Afinifter, his Vice-gerent, his Repreſentative 


in this Lower World. But all this indeed, without offer- 
ing Her the Vaſſalage of Slaves, inſtead of the Obedience of 


Subjects. 3 | 

3. I do likewiſe ſay from my Heart that God is the only 
Ruler of Princes: And I am ready to ſhew that I no more 
contradi this by allowing the whole Community a Right to 


defend themſelves againſt a Prince certainly attempting their 


Ruine, than your Lordſhip doth by allowing to Her Majeſty a 
Right to defend her felf, and her People, againſt the French King. 
For God is the only Ruler of the French King, as well as of other 
Princes. If therefore, no one hath a Right to Cenſure and Puniſh 
another, who is not Superior to, and Ruler of this other; Then 


hath not Her Afojefty a Right to Cenſure and Puniſh the French 
King. But your Lordſhip will allow and contend that She hath 


this Right, as far as is implied in the Defence of the World about 
Him; though God is his only Ruler: From whence it follows 


that the whole Gallick Community may have the ſame Right againſt | 


Hin, notwithſtanding any thing in this expreſſion. The. one 


being Subjects, the other à Prince, makes no difference as to this 
Argument: Becauſe one Prince is no more the Ruler of another 


Prince, than a whole Nation is the Ruler of their own Prince. 
And conſequently, if your Loraſbip can read this in the Common- 
Prayer-Book, whilſt you allow the French King to be Accountable 
to Her Majeſty and Her Allies, and grant them a Right to Cenſure 
and Puniſh Him, as far as their Common Cauſe requires; I way 
reaſonably hope that your Lordſhip will not again inſinuate that I 
capnot as heartily aſſent to the ſame paſſage, meerly becaaſe I 
plead for ſuch a Right to Self Defence in a whole Nation, as muſt 


ſometimes imply in it Cenſure and Paniſhment : Since this Prin- 


cCiple of mine is no more inconſiſtent with the declaring God to 


be the only Ruler of Princes, than your allowing Princes, and 


States, to Cenſure and Puniſh other Princes, whoſe only Ruler 
God is. This is fully ſufficient for my own juſtification, 


without examining more nicely into the true meaning of the 


Phraſe. „ | 

2. But this is not the only manner, in which your Lordſbip hath, 
in this laſt Anſwer, touched upon the Revolution, and Self. 
Defence, &c. The Account given of the true Notion of a Publick 
Benefactor, Page 26. compared with the effectual declaring Re- 


ffance to be an unlawful and unwarrantable Method of ſaving 
| = + -.- ; Subjects 
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Conſent and Compact: And I aſſure your Lordſhip that my 
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Corrupt Humane Nature, which is not ready to ſubmit to the Re- 
Araints that are laid upon it by God and Religion, Page 55. the 
_ interpreting Acts of Parliament ſo as to contradict my Dott ine, 
and ſo as to make the Executive Power alone, and acting with- 


out, and even againſt the Legi/lative, in all poſſible Caſes, irre- 


fiſtable, Page 28. the almoſt conſtant joining Refftance, ard Re- 
 bellion together, that ſo they may appear, in all Cafes, the ſame 
the taking occaſion from my calling the Revel::tion a Rebellion, 


by way of Irony, and with regard to ſome Principles, in effect, 


to calf it fo very ſerioaſly, Page 48. the joining me with thoſe 
who ſuffered for the Murther of King Carles I. Page 52. only 


for juſtifying the Self-Defence practiſed by a whole Community, 
and the Conduct of all theſe, from the Higheft to the Lowes, 


who ſaved this Nation by joining themſelvs to the Arms of the 


Prince of Orange; the making ſuch repreſentations of me, and 


my Doctrine, in many places, as that Her Majeſty, (to whom 


an appeal is made by your Lordſbip) muſt needs judge that I am 


_ ſowing Sedition, fomenting Diſturbances, and raifing Rebellion 
- amongſt her S»bje&s, whilſt I. am doing Her true and faithful 
Service. Theſe, and the like, too many to dwelt upon, carry 


nothing ind eed of Argument along with them: But they effect- 


ually and very ſeverely touch upon the late Revolution, and Na- 
tional Self. Defence; as well as upon me, whoſe only Crime it is 
to have defended them. And as they ſuffieiently ſhew your 


Lordſhip's preſent dipofition; fo they contain in them ſuch. 


* as make it neceſſary, before I con- 
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IV. To add ſomething by way of Apology for my ſelf, and the 
part which I have acted in this Cauſe. | 


My La E _— 
I am very ſenſible that it can by no means become me to follow 
your Lordſhip in an Appeal to Her Excellent MHajeſty; or fo 
much as to Hope that any thing Written by fo unworthy a Perſon 
can ever be thought worthy of the leaſt regard from Her. But 


if, moved by your Lordſhip's Repreſentations, . She ſhould con- 
. deſcend ſo far as to enquire, What my Crime is, I am not fo 


great an Enemy to my ſelf, as not to wiſh that ſhe may receive 
another, and very different Account of the matter. 1. Thatmy 
Crime with reſpe& to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift is this; the 
endeavouring to prove that the General Precepts of it, concerning 
the Duty of Subjects, ought not to be ſo interpreted as to lay whole 


Nations under the neceſſity of ſubmitting to Univerful Slavery, 


and Ruine: And th is not attempted by me, till a Caſe had — 
| 2 ually 


| Subjefts from Ruine; the making Reſiſtance, even in Caſes of 
Extreme Exigency, the ſame with Rebellion, and the Dictate a ] 


RES 


„ 
ually happen d in our own Nation whick made it the ſubject of 


every Honeſt Chriſtian's enquiry, and not till the Contrary deci- 
ſions of Multitudes of Writers had made the Conſciences of many - 


uneaſy in this Point; and diſſatisfied with the Happy Eftabliſh- 
ment founded upon a Practice agreeable to this Doctrine. 2. 


That my Crime, with reſpe&-to Her Majefty, and her Govern- 
ment, is this, The endeavouring to juſtify her Conduct in that 
Glorious part which She bare in the late Revolution 3 to vindi- 


cate not only her People's behaviour, in the ſubmitting -to' Her, 
but her own Honour, and Juſtice, in Poſſeſſing a Government 
founded upon it; to reconcile z the Affections of Her Subjects 


to the Baſis upon which it ſtands, that ſo they may not only ſub- 


mit, but approve; not only approve but Love; not only Love, 


but Zealouſly Defend it againſt all oppoſers; to Demonſtrate 


that it is not Settled upon U/#rpation, or Sin; but upon a law- 
ful Practice; and on that Conſent which is the ſureſt band of a 
Manly obedience in Subjetts; the firmeſt Tittle of Sovereignty 


to Princes ; and ever ſecure of the ſupport of God's Authority, 
when it exerts it ſelf after ſo unblameable, and beneficial a man- 


ner. If the Caſe were thus truly repreſented, I ſhould not fear 


that a Defender of theſe Principles could be eſteemed by Her Ma- 


- 


jeſty an Enemy to Her Government: Eſpecially if it were ad- 
| ded, that, whilſt I have been aſſerting this Right in a whole Na- 
tion, I have ever taken the ſame opportunity of earneſtly recom- 
mending her excellent Conduct tothe Affections of Her People; 
that whilſt I have been doing the former, in order to ſecure the 
Foundation, I have not failed to do the latter, for the ſecurity 


of her ſelf; that fo her Adininiſtration might appear as lovely to 


her Subjects, as her Title is Glorious, and unreproveable - That 
have ever {et my ſelf ro oppoſe thofe Jealouſies, and Surmiſes, 


by which others were ſhaking the quiet and Safety of Her Go- 


vernmen ; ard particularly, at the time when the Pretender 
was threatning an Invaſion, and when ſome, of other Principles, 


| were open! attaquing the Adminiſtration, and endeavouring to 
overthroiy Hier Kight; I thought it a moſt ſeaſonable Duty to 


Aſſert, and Vindic te it, to as high a Degree, and in as Publick a 


manner as Poitiblez though I was afterwards publickly abyſed 


for it by ihe great Advocate for the Pretenders Cauſe; as I am, 


for the whole, now repreſented as an Enemy to the Government; 
of Levelling Principles, and I know not what, But if, after all I 


can ſay, this muſt be my Lot; may God forgive thoſe who make | 


it o! May the unhappineſs be only mine, to ſuffer under the Re- 
tation of being an Enemy to a Queen, whoſe Conduct, whoſe 
itle, whole Adminiſtration, it hath been my peculiar, and long 


continued Labuur to recommend tothe delight, the approbation, | 


the 
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the Zeal of Her People: And may it be the unenvied good For: 
tune of Others to be able to Demonſtrate their Love to Her 


Majeſty by diſapproving Her Practice; to ſhew their zeal for 


her Government by condemning the Foundation upon which it 
ſtands ; and to recommend it, if poſſible, to the Affections 
of Her People, by proving it to be the conſequence efa Succeſs- 
Jul Rebellion! — _ a 1 

Not that I would have it inſinaated, my Lord, that thoſe who 


are not of the ſame Principles, may not come in to a Government 


now ſettled, the fir ft Settlement of which they could not approve 
of; or may not be good Subjects to it, as long as it can main- 
tain it ſelf; or may not, by ſome Conſiderations, be induced 
even to Wiſh the continuance of it. But I would appeal to your 
Lordſhip; or to the profeſſed Enemies of the Government who 
may judge in this Caſe more impartially than either of us; whe- 
ther they do not find their account ia their continual recommend- 


ing the Principles of Abſolute Non-reſitance ;, whether they do 


not frequently make the Conſciences of Men uneaſy at the preſent 


Settlement meerly by. making them uneaſy at the Foundation on | 


which it ſtands ; whether their Great Advocate could have done 
any thing more to his purpoſe, than, under pretenſe of vindicat- 
ing your Lordſhip, to manage both your Principles, and your 
Authority, againſt our Efabliſoment. I would avrcoal to them, 


to judge, who are they that are moſt likely both hy Principle, 


and Affection, to defend this Government to the laſt extremity z 
They who are guided by their Conſciences into all tlie Meaſures 
by which it is Eſtabliſhed, and inte the love of the firſt ſteps that 
led to it; or they who are induced, or permitted by their Con- 
ſciences to ſubmit to it, as long as it can protect them Or, let 


all the World Judge who are moſt likely to be the firmeſt 


Friends to that Eftabliſhment by which Her Aajeſty Reigns; 
they whoſe Principles would have engaged them to bear an 


active part in thoſe ſteps, by. which She came to the Throne; | 


or they, whoſe Principles muſt have engaged them to abhor 
thoſe ſteps, and to have acted ſuch a Paſſive Part, as muft 


have ended in the Ruine of Her; the Conſtitution; and the 


whole Proteſtant Nation. Take a Perſon, who believes in his 
Conſcience the Lawfulneſs of that Reſiſtance by which the Na- 


tion hath been ſaved: And you will find in him a Zeal, and 
Ardour, to maintain the Government, at any expenſe, againſt. | 
all Oppoſers : If you find an Alteration, or Coldneſs, ' 


at any time, you will find likewiſe an Alteration in his profelſin 


that Principle; or that he expects the ſupport of his Intereſt 


4 


from Men of the contrary Mind. Take one, who by never 
ſo long Study hath argued himſelf into Meer Snbmifffon to'a 
Governmens founded. upon _ Reſiſtance ;- And. you will 
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very frequently ſee a great Indifference, a mixture of 
Uneafincts, and Diſcontent; and a readineſs to catch ar 
evcry little thing to the diſadvantage of this Settlement. 
J am far from ſaying, it was always thus; bur that this is 
generaly rhe Caſe : And that whatever Zeal thete is on one 
ſide, whatever Coldneſs on the other, is generally owing 
to the Principles, on each {ide embraced, with reſpect to 
| Reſiſtance alone, is to plain to be denied. Or, take a 
perſon, if ſuch an one can be found, who hath from 
Meer Submiſſion to the Government been argued into 4 
belief of the lawfulneſs ot the Reſiſtance by which it came; 
to be ſettled : And let him declare, whether, upon this 
altetation, he hath not found himſelf more perfectly eaſy 
and ſatisfied, even in his Submiſſion; and more heartily 
fixed in his oppoſirion to that former Settlement, from which 
the Nation is departed. Nay, let paſt Experience determine 
from whence all the impediments to this Settlement came 
from whence the Reluctance to fill the Throne at firſt; 
From whence the unwillingneſs to Swear to it when it was 
full; from whence the difficulties that clog'd all deſigns for 
ſupporting it againſt rhe Common Enemy from whence . 
the delays, and objections, to retard Supplies, and to em- 
barraſs Affairs in the late Reign; from whence the greateſt 
part of the uneaſineſs at this War with Fance; from 
' Whence the diſlike to the framing and paſſing the Act of 
Settlement; from whence the viſible diſſatis/act ion, diſcovered 
upon every ſucceſs of the Common Arms, and the joy which 
betrays ir ſelf, upon every little imaginary - Advantage of 
the Common Enemy; from whence, in one Word, the. 
Zeal of ſome for the former Settlement; and the Indiffer- 
ence of others for the preſent. From what Principle have 
theſe unhappineſſes come but from this one, Thar a Nation 
muſt not be allowed, without a Damnable Sin, to go out 
of the methods of Submiſſion, even to fave ir ſelf from 
Ruine? From what Perſons, but either from thoſe who 
really believe this Doctrine, ot have openly proſeſſed to do 
it; or from thoſe whoſe Intereſt hath ever been ſupported 
, _.. 7... 
Alaſs! My Lord, I am not the firſt who have looke 
back, beyond meer Submifirn, to the Foundation upon which 
the Queen, and Her People Jointly Rand. They look back 
to 
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to it, who are ever endeavouring to Arm Mens Minds 
againſt the preſent Efabliſhnent by condemning the Methods 
rhat led to ir. They look back ro it, who, without any 
ſuch deſign, effectually do the ſame thing. The Intereſt of 
the Nation therefore requires, and objigeth others ro loo 
back to it, after another manner: For who cannot ſee that 
it is the {ntereſt of the Nation that all ſhould be perfectly 
ſatisfied in the Foundation of an Eſtabiiſpment, which even its 
Enemies would acknowledge Happy, could they approve of 
the beginning that introduced it? If theſe Enemies loox 
back to ir with an Evil Fye; why may not others be allow- 
ed ro caſt a Favourable Eye upon it? Nay, Why ſhould 
not ſomething be done towards the ſatisfaction of the Con- 
ſciences ot theſe profeſſed Adverſaries, who would come in as 
Friends, did they nor ſtick at this one Point, which I have 
endeavour'd ro Vindicate ? This, methinks, may juſtify 
me in what I have done, as lam a Member of this Commu» 
_ nity, whoſe Happineſs, in all probability, lives, and dies 

with the preſent Eſtabliſhment. 3 5 

Nor is it leſs neceſſary, or leſs juſtifiable for Us, who 
are rhe Miniſters of the Goſpel, to look farrher than to 
| Meer Submiſſion to this Settlement, becauſe the Caſe of 
the Revolution is a Publick, National Caſe of Conſci nee 5 
and the lawfulneſs, or unlawfulneſs of the like Practice is 


2 Cafe, in which both Clergy and Laity of this Land, 


have, long before my time, thought their Conſciences ex- 


treamly concerned. Were it only on this account, it could 


not be inexcuſable in any Clergy- man to debate this mat- 
ter in a Theological manner. But on the Former, it hath) 
I think, become abſolutely neceſſary that, one way or o- 
ther, it ſhould be put as much out of doubt as poſſible. 
For the matter is now reduc'd to this, whether we lie un- 
der a National Guilr, or not. ES 

If the Nation finv'd againſt God in, in inviting over the | 
Arms of Reſiſtance, or in joyning themſelves to them when 
they were come; or in caſting off their Allegiance to one 


King, and fixing it to another, by illegal Methods; this J 


is a National Guilt. And tho this may bring along with 
it Temporal good Conſequences ir is nevertheleſs a Guilt. 
Nor do I ſee, my Lord, but that they who only accept of 
this Deliverance, and ſubmit hemſelves to the Govern- 
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ment ſettled by it, muft {till pattake of this Guilt, even 
thoꝰ they did not approve of ir; unleſs they be ready, up- 
on a good opportunity, to return to the former Courſe, 
Becauſc this, accordingt o their Principles, is not like the ac- 

cepting a Deliverance from one Kobber, by the means of ano- 
ther; but it is like a Child's accepting of a Deliverance at the 
Hands of one who hath no right to interpoſe; and likewiſe 
eſcaping, and withdrawing Obedience, from an unreaſon- 
able Father, who ſtill Claims, and Challenges this Obedi- 
ence. So did the Nation, according to ſome Men, accept 
of a Deliverance. brought about by unlawful means, from 1 
the Power of a Prince, who, they hold, could not forfeit 1 
his Title to their Allegiance; who, I am ſure, always kept 5 
up his Claim to it; and who was, to them, their legal King, | 
Wirhout whoſe ACt no Altetation in the Conſtitution could —þ{h' 
be made. Now what follows from hence? Muſt there not | . 
be a National Repentance? And can there be a National > |} 4 
Repentance, in caſe of a National Injuſtice, without Reſti- EO 
tution? Without the Reſtitution of their Allegiance, ac- 1 
cording to that Setrlement from which they are departl?ꝰ? 
T his, my Lord, is what I fear; that, if this muſt ſtill gag 
for a National Gnilt, and the Nation ſhould be perſwaded 5 | 
into the Principles that lead to this, nothing can be the End, 13 
but to return to the old Courſe; and to truſt Almighty = 1 
God for the Conſequences, as ſome expreſs it; that is, in 6: 
truth, to tempt Aimighty God, who hath no where promiſed 
without their own Concurrence, to ſave them from Ruine; . 
or, in other words, from a Popiſh Eſtabliſhnent, both in 1 
Church and State. And if this be ſo; one would think it 
migut at leaſt be pardonable in me, to endeavour to ſhew 
that the Nation is not under the Guilt of any ſuch Injuſt ice, 
and therefore not urder the Obligation to make any ſuch 
Reſtitutien; that thev had a Right ro ſave themſelves from 
Ruine, and to conſult their future Security; that the Laws 
of God tcrbid it not; and that their Guilt would now lie 
in returning, even in their Hearts, to Egypt. If this be a | 
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matter then of infinite moment, relating both to the Nas || + 
tional, and Eternal Puniſhment of the People of this Land, || * 
how can it be a tasx improper fora Divine, to endeavour || | 


to ſer in as clear a light as poſſible ? 1 
| 3 Beſides | 
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Beſides, whether we will or no: The Minds of Men are ſo framed 
that they muſti they will look back to the Foundations upon which 
their preſent State is fixed; eſpecially when the matter is within the 
reach of their own Memory, and they themſelves perhaps were per- 
ſonally engaged in it. If a ſudden paſhon, or a ftrong Senſe of Tem- 
poral Intereſt, puſhed them into unlawful Methods, the only way of 


regaining God's Favour, is to Unact what they then Acted, whilſt 


the way lies open; before length of time obſcures, and effaces thoſe 
antient Paths to which they ought in Duty to return. But if it can be 
ſhewn that their Judgments were well informed; and that what they 
acted was both lawful, and honourable it cannot be beneath our Care 
thus to conſult the inward Peace of ſo many Conſciences; and thus to 
dngage theſe Perſons to continue their faithful Services to the Eſta- 
bliſhment which they help'd to found; who, by the Doubts and Ter- 
rors, infuſed into them by Others, might have their Conſciences arm- 
ed againft the work of their own hands. In one word ſuppoſing the 
Principles, to which the preſent Eftabliſhment owes its being, uni- 
verſally embraced z and any new attempts made by our Enemies to 
bring us to the former Settlement: Can any one deny that an univer- 
ſal Approbation of the Foundation of it would fill every Breaft, with- 


|, 4OUt exception, With an equal, unconquerable Zeal againſt all ſuch At- 


tempts? Or can any one think that this is an happineſs to be hoped 
for, in the ſame degree, whilſt Uneaſineſs and Dilatisfattion, remain 
upon the Minds of Men, about the National Guilt incurred by One 
Revolution; never, according to ſome Principles, to be done away With- 


out a voluntary yielding to another? 


But I will no- treſpaſs any longer upon your Lordſhip. Theſe laſt 


Conſiderations I am not ſo weak as to urge as Arguments for the 


Truth of my Doctrine; but for its Importance to the preſent hap- 
Py State of the Nation; As Apologies for my ſelf againft thoſe per- 
petual Repreſentations, by which I muſt otherwiſe ſuffer, as if I were 
troubling a Nation with the matter of Reſiſtance without the leaſt 
occaſion, and for very bad ends; as if no Caſe of Reſtiftance in which 
the preſent Generation is concern'd; no Eſtabliſhment conſequent up- 


on that Reſiſtance; no contrary Deciſions of the Enemies of this Eſta» 
blifhment; no Enquiries of ſober Chriſtians, had made this a ſeaſon- 


able, a tolerable, or lawful undertaking for a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Whether in this, or the foregoing part of theſs Papers I have offered 


any thing worthy a ſecond Notice, I muſt leave entirely to your Lord- 
ſhip. If I have; whether your Lordſhip will think fit to commit the 


management of your Cauſe to another Hand, I know not: But I 


perſwade my ſelf, that, if you ſhould. do this, yet, for the ſake of the 
Honour of Almighty God, and of our Common Chriſtianity, your 
Lordſhip will not give a Publick Approbation and Encouragement to 
any ſuch Licentioulneſs in writing as, 1 tear, muſt reflect a diſhonour 
upon your High and Holy Character; and cannot but be ſhocking to all 
Modeſt, and derious Chriſtians, who are ſceking after Truth, more 
than Diverſion. | 


But 


| EN 

But, whatever my Fate ſhall be; however Others may provoke your 
Lordſhip to order, or permit, me to be treated; this ſolemn Aﬀu- 
rance I can give you: That, as I have conſcientioully avoided every 
thing that might tempt me to forget that Decency and Reſpe& which 
it is my Duty to regard, keeping only to what the juſtification of my 
{{1f, and my Cauſe hath made neceſſary; ſo no reſentment of the paſt 
or future ill-treatment of thoſe who write under the Covert of your 
great Name, ſhall ever provoke me, either by my own, or any other 
hang, to return to your Lordſhip, or to the meaneſt of them, the 
like to what I have experienced; or rob me of the ſatisfation of For- 
giving what I dare not imitate. May God Almighty never lay to 
their Charge, what I ſuffered from any! May the ſame good God 


o 


crown your Lordſhip with his Favour, and Protection! confirm and 


eſtabliſh your Health! and, after a Life of all Worldly Proſperity, 


bring you to that Blefſed State, in which Truth and Happineſs are. 
eternally, and inſeparably united! Thele are the hearty Prayers of, 


Your Tordſhip's moſt Obedient, 
and moſt Humble Servant, 


| . BENJAMIN HOADLY, 


. Poſtſcript. _ 


Beg leave, my Lord, upon this occaſion, to take Notice to your Lordſhip, that a cow 
ron Aittor, who wrote the laſt Vindication of your Dodrine, entituled, The Beſt 
Anſwer ever was made, & c. hath, under this pretence, given very jult ground ef 
Jani Complaint. It is not, my Lord, that He openly Inſults the Memory of K. William, 
and the Revolution (which is not at all ſurprizing;) or that He openly ridicutes the 
Conſequences of it, tor which your Lordſhip hath expreſſed a great Zeal; or that He in- 
ſinuares, as it his Rebearſals had been written on the tide of the Adminſtratisn; whil t 
He means the Eſtalliſhment and Adminiſtration betore the Revoluttiun: As ſome Papiſts 
have profeſſed a Zeal for the Eſtabliſhed Church, meaning that Eftobliſh:d before the U- 
furpation or our Proteſtant Princes. It is not that He hath heartily labo red to make 
the Minds of Her Maj: fty*s Subjects uneaſy at that War which, She hath often declared, 
She thinks molt juſt and neceſſary; and at that Toleratien, which She hath aſſured her 
Parliament, She will inviolobly maintain: At the ſame time declaring, as ſeriouſly as ſuch 
Principles permit him, the Queen's Adminiſtration to be perfect in every hind, p.73. It 
is not that He hath endeavoured to make the Nation diſſatisfied with the Taxes and 
Lofles, in this and the torgoing Reign, by ſetting againſt it the Peace, aud Security, 
and Plenty of thoſe former Reigns, to which Theſe Lifficulties are entirely owing. Ir 


35 not that He hath charged this long War, as a blot upon the Revolution, and the pre- 
fear Eltablitbment; the Neceſſity of which is entirely owing to the Arbitrary Power of 


the Common Enemy, and the Strength gained by him under the inactivity, and ſupine- 


uſd + o * 


* 4 


dels of the Former titablithment; and the Declaration, and Proſeeution, of which is 


Indeed one of the Great B-nefics ot this preſent E{tabliſhment : Becauſe without it Eu- 
rope in general, and Britain in particular muſt have been ruined ; becauſe it was equall 

necellary to the Intercſt ot both, either with, or without, the Revolution ; and yet, unleſs 
the R. volution had here ſucceeded, would not have been centred into. Nor is it that He 
— 1 over in ſilence the miſcradle Condition, in which We all had been without this 
ated Revolution; ard the Extreme Mifey of the French Nation merely throuah Ab- 
dolce Monarchy, and the want of e happy a Revojation there. It is not nn theſe ac- 


gounts, 


( | 
counts; tho? ſome of theſe mult be entirely diſagreeable to your Lordſhip. But it is 
becauſe He could not perſwade himſelt to ſpare even the Cee her felt, by whoſe Cie- 
mency He lives unmoleſied. If you pleaſe to conſult the lalt pege of his Preface, you 
will find there that He firlt wronglully chargeth your Lord{hip with maintaining that in 
Hereditary Monarchies, the Right unalienable deſcends; and me with treating you roughly 
upon a Contradiction which never fo much as enter'd into my thoughts; and then takes 
occaſion to ihultrate this invention of his own by an inltauce our et the 2 Chronicles, 
23 ch. where the High Prieft declares the right of Foafh one of the Sons of the Former 
King, v. 3. Betold the King's Son ſhall Reign, as the Lord bath ſaid of the Sons of Da- 
vid ; Tho), ſaith this Auttior, Atbaliab, (who was the Queen in poſſeſſion) called this 
Treaſon, becauſe it was againſt De Facto. For, adds he, ſhe bad re:gn'd in quict pf 


ion Scven Tears, If your Lordſhip can doubt whom this Author means by che 1 


Son, and Queen Atbaliab, it is enough to conſider that He had not the leaſt occaſion 
given him to mention this Inſtance; or only to caſt your Eyes upon the laſt word, Seven 
Tears. For the Scripture ſaith, Athaliab had Reigmd but Six years, and was entred 
into her Seventh: But we know a good geen, who hath not delerred ſuch Treatment 
from the Non-jurors tłemſelves, that tath Reigned in quiet peſſ. ion & ven years, and is 
now entered into her Eighth, May Gad long protect Her againit ſuch Friends at Home! 


as well as againſt her Enemies Abroad ! but, I hope, our Zeal will be common, and equal, 


againſt the Pretences of ſuch Men. What there is of Argument in his Book, mine will 
be the labour to examine, and conſider ſeriouſly, when 1 come more largely to treat of 
ſome Points. But I perſwade my felt, that your Lordſhip will rather thank, than blume 
me, for mentioning this: Since 1 abhor the thought ot making You reſponuble for the 
ungovern'd Sallies ot other Mens zeal ; and ſince it w.ll gtve you an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing all di{like, and give all poſſible diſcouragement to ſuch dangerous Writers. And I 
hope that ſuch repeated attempts of the common Enemies will plead my Apology with all 
the Friends of the preſent Hltabliſnment tor my repeated Endeavours to prevent the in- 


creaſe of Principles, which, we ſee, are of ſo latal and peraicious Conſequence to the 
Aueen herlelt, as well as the whole Protcſtant Succeſſian. I beg leave only to put this 


One Cale, be fore I conclude. This protelied Non-juror, whole Principles oblige him, 


in Conſcience to wiſh, and deſign the Diſſolution of the Preſent Eltablithment, is ever 


repreſenting me as maintaining luch Principk's as are 1ac9aliltent with the Safety of all 
Governments, I take this opportunity theretore ot appealing tv all who read this, to 
judge what the meaning of tlys can be. If He hath a fecrec Relecve within his own 
Mind, that the Preſent Government is N) Goverament, properly ſo calbd; becauſe it 
is not lettled upon his only law:ul Foundation, aud becaule bis Principles can allow No 
Woman any Right to Civil Rule: Then it is maniick;, He decaives the World with 
Words; and may in his Conlcieace beiicve that the Satety of this Government, impro- 
perly ſo called, depends intirely upon the Truth of my Priaciples, (as I dare ſay He 
doth) even whilſt He declares them inconſiſtent wich the Safety ot taole Governments, 
which alone, according to Him, delerve that Name. But it in the words, All Govern- 
ments, he permits us to include this Preicat Eſtabliſhment, Which, he knows, he can» 
not ſo much as ſubmit to, becauſe it is tounded upon that Reliitance which I detend z 
then let any one judge, whether, it he truly thought my Priaciples deltruftive of it, he 


would not rather permit me quietly to work for the good of his Main Cauſe, than 


erlecute me, for doing real Service to his Malter, after the molt virulent, and oppro- 
briovs manner: Let any one judge, whether, it he truly believed that my Principles 
were prejudicial to the Safety of her Majelty's Goyernmeat, aud the Proteſtant Succely 
lion, he himlelt would chule the direct contrary Principles, to inculcate upon the 
Nation, in order to ſerve the Intereſt or the Pretend.r who i ſet up agaiult her Majelty, 
and of the former Eſtabliſhment, which he openly detends ; That is, in one word, whes 
ther he can think my Principles deſtructive of a Government, whilit he himfelt chu- 
ſeth the very contrary as the moſt likely to bring about its deſtruction, and often ex- 
preſleth an hope of compaſſing his End in time; or, whether his chniwmg the contrary 


Principles, in order to ruine the Preſeat, and reſtore the Femer Eltabumment, be no: 


a Hemonſtration that he himſelf thinks that the Preſent Gmecament, and the Proteſtant 
Blſtabliſhment cannot be fats, and ſecure, without my Princig les. ; 
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